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Render to All their Dues : 

8 OR, A | 

DIALOGUE 
| BETWEEN 

Timotheus and Pleonectes, 


Concerning the Converting 
TiTtHEs and OFFERINGS 
T 0 

Secular Uſes. 


All the TITHE of the Lord, whether of the Seed of the Land, ar 
of the Fruit of the Tree, is the Lord's, it is holy unto the Lord 
Lev. xxvii. 30. 3 

They offer d them before the Lord, and therefore are they hallowed, 
Numb. xvi. 38. 

It is a Snare to the Man who devoureth that which is holy. PF rov xx. 25, 

Will a Man rob God? Tet ye bave robbed me in TITHE® ard 
OFFERINGS., Te are curſed with a Curſe. Malach. ii. 8. 9. 

If you love (I will not ſay your Sour, but) your Eft ates, preferve them 
=o — 2 vix. 1 a * — never to 

with any Thi a for Whole of Man, 
Sand. I. Set. 16, 8 d 

1 know that thou wouldeſt not buy a Title licigious berweerr Thee 

and thy Neighbour ; and wilt thou that which (at beſt) is queſtion» 

able berwcen Thee and thy GOD, that muſt judge che Tieſe, 
2nd in a Court where thou canſt have no Advocate but his Sqn, 
whom thou wouldeſt difinherit ? 

Clem. Spelman Pref. to De non temerand. Ecleſ. 


EXO N: 
Piiated by Arras Buren; cond (:1d by Joun Men, at the E. 
de, a lictle below St. Mariin's-Lane:z 
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Acc ptance, 


0 oly, bl 470. 

gblorious, and un- 
— Trinity, three Per- 
ſons, and one eternal God. 


And, 


To your Protection and 
A Pitance,My bolyFathers, 


and 
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The Introduction. 


2 Reverend and worthy 
ergy of the Church of 


2 gland, is the follow! ing 
Tract humbly « ered by 


Tour moſt © 
Unprofitable Servant, 


7 1 


1  Unuortly Brother, 


Lewis SOUTHCOMB, Jun” 
16 ed, * | 
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THE 


PPREFACG b 


10 ALI 


vosskssons 


a 


HO this Tract has 
been written for ſome 
raears, and had the Ap- 
probation of ſeveral of 
the Worthies of the Age (parti- 
cularly my pious, and worth 
Friend the great Mr. Nelſon, now 
with God, and others ſtill alive) 
yet it bas been for {ome Tune 


ſup- 
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ſuppreſſed upon the ſole Intima · 
tion of a truely great and learn d 
Perſon (tho even by himſelf en- 


ticely approvd of) who ſeemd i 


to queſtion Whether ſome things 
contain d in it might not be liable 
to be 8 and miſapplied? 
"till reconſidering the Weight of 
his Arguments, compared with the 
Merits of the Cauſe; I think that 
they may be all, without great 
Difficulty, anſwered, by my af- 
firming in general that it was writ- 
ten, and is now publiſh'd, to no 
other End but a ſincere Endeavour 
for the Advancemeut of the Ho- 
nour and Glory of Cod, the pro- 
moting, and encreaſing of our Ho- 
y Religion; and, conſequently, the 
Good and Welfare of the Souls 
of Mankind: And whoſoever 
may conjecture on any other ſini- 
ſter End, which the Author may 

obli- 


y — oe. Ai er. bd 
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obliquely have ; He does here af- 
firm that Theſe, and I heſe alone, 
here mentioned , are the only 


© Ends he aims at: And whether ac- 


ceptable or unacceptable to Man, 

he deſires and aims at nothing 

more than to be numbred among 

the meaneſt of the Servants of 

Chriſt. 
It is not to be doubted but that 

the following Tract will meet with 

ſome Oppoſition at firſt Appea- 

rance; for ſeeing that Chriſtianity 

itſelf ( ſhortly after the ſacred Au- 

thor of it the HOLY JESUS) be- 

gan to be perſecuted in it's Infancy, 

and that for thoſe Tokes that were 

* eaſy, and for thoſe Command 1 = 

that were F not grievous : What f Jo.v. 3. 

can be expected leſs when the leaſt 

Part of the Croſs ſhall appear in 

View? Which, at ſirſt taking up, 

is acknowledg'd by the Author of 


the 
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the Epiſtle to the Hebrews him- 
ſelf, not to be grateful, but 

f Heb. xn. f grievous to Fleſh aud Blood. 
'K But is it to be expected that 
f Jo- xix. 17. Ou Bleſſed Saviour, "= * bore 
| his Croſs himſelf, will number thoſe 
| among his Diſciples at the laſt 
| Day, who will nut, at leaſt, poiſe 
| it, and weigh, and confi der whe- 
| cher it be tolerable or not ? No, 
He thas taketh not p his Croſs aud 
follareth we, canuot — my Diſci- 

ple, lays our Saviour bimtelf 

Lubie xiv. 27. 

So likewiſe in the Caſe before 
: Whoſoever will conſider it in 
| all. it's aggravating Circumſtances, 
| as, That he miſt part with an E- 
[ : fate, and that not only from him- 
0 | ſelf, but from bis Poſterity ; not 
1 only for a few Years, but (as the 
Leaſes run) from Him and his 
Heirs forc cer; not only fron ſome 


Fart, 


The PREFACE. 
Fart, but from the whole, with all 
it's Appurtenagces Theſe aggrava- 

ting Circumſtances being alone con- 

| ſider d, make the Caſe to appear 
diſmal, and almoſt intolerable. 

But, on the other Side, were 
we to weigh what follows in an 
caqual Ballance, we ſhould quickly 
f obſerve the Lightneſs of the for- 
mer Arguments. 

Were we to conſider, That 
tho we did part with an Eſtate, 
yer that it was with ſuch an One 
as would not enrich us if kept (as 
we may obſerve from common 
Experience) but that if Reſtitu- 
tion were made of it to that God 
from whom it was F robbed, we 1 ill 
have his Promiſe to reſtore to * * 
manifold more in this Life, and 
an Inheritance! ih the Kingdom of 
Heaven in the End: So that we 


may! aſſure our ſelves from the Sun 
of 


7 i 4 + 


TO 


* Ecclus. 
XIX!t. 24. 


Heirs of thoſe Families have been, 
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of * Sirach, that He that truſteth 
in him ſhall fare neuer the worje, 
T hat tho' we did part with # 


from Ourſelves, and our Foſierity; 


yet, that as many as would haue 
becn - Shaters in the canker'd E- 
ſtate, will, in Exchange, be Sha- 
rers of God's Bleſſings here, and of 
his Rewards hereafter ; as I have 
thewn more fully i in che following 
Tract. 

hat tho' we did part with it 


from our Ourſe elves and our Heirs 
forever in Rega rd to the Con- 


tinnance of our Foſterity; yet 
Alaſs !]! it is too lorably viſble 
of how'ſhort à Duration ( or, 
how unhappy while alive”) the 


who have ever been concern d in 
ſuch encumbered: Eftates, whilſt 
the Heirs cf other Families have 
liv'd, and flouriſhed continually : 

which 


; 
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which has very often caus d me to 
reflect on that Paſſage in the Booł 
of * Fob, that their Portion is cur- 7 Job- Ni, 
ſed on the Eurth ; and that the 
Prayer of Holy Ff Job. has been 1725 xxxf. 


manifeſted in Them, that as the 

Blot bas cleaw'd. to aba Hands, 

therefore their Off-ſpring | has been 

rooted out; agreeable to that Aſ- 

ſertion of the Hlly * Fſalmift, that P.. x. 

ſuch:as are Bleſſed of Ged ſball © 

inherit the Earth ; and they that be 

cnrſed of him foall be rooted out. 

That tho we did part not only 

with ſome of it, but from the doſe, 

with all it's Appurtenances: Let 

whilſt F 4 litile Leaven leaveneth f 1 Cor. v 

the whole Lump, (both of the E- Gy. v ,. 

ſtate, and of the Poſſeſſor) me 

thinks it ſhould not be Sed 

a Trouble to part with an Ex- 

cumbrance :- not to great 'a Trou- 

ble to part with an Eſtate with all 
B 2 it's 
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it's enances Curſes aun all 
(as is:thewn in the Tract ) as to 

| keep the fame Eſtate together | 
with ſuch dreadful Appurtenances,, 
Cet theſe Things be duly weighe 
ed, duly conſider d; conſider d as 
impartially as We would be judg d 
_ at the laſt Day, and I appeal to 

the Pofletiors of ſuch Lands them- | 
ſelves whether it be not poſſible 
that theſe Arguments may be true: 
and if poſlible, why not probable ? 
and if probable, whether They 
can keep fuch Eſtates without a 
doubting Conſcience : and if not; 
He who is greater than onr Heart, 
Ind knoweth all Things, has told 
+ Rom. xiy, US, by Ins: Bleſſed Apoſtle, in 
* how dangerous a Condition rhoſe 
are who proceed in a doubifal 
Caſe: And conſequently in how 
much more dangerous a Condi- 


don 


The PREFACE. 
tion, by how winch the Error i is 
leſs doubrfull: 
And now, Let not anþ of: the 
great ankBevi of thoſe Ho- 
— d Perſons, who may be con- 
cernd in wwe fallowing Ene 4 
judge too teverely of the Author 
and his Fract, till They. have ſo 
throughly confider'd; it as to an- 
{wer the main Drift of it: and 
to ſhew any juſt Cauſe why Cod 
ſhould not have what i God's. 
But, Let Man judge what He 
pleaſes: He that trieth the 
Heart knows that the Author de- 
ſires nothing more ſincerely than 
the Welfare of their Souls, the 
Duration of their Poſteritey, and 
an entire Peace and Satisfaction of 


Wa 
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Mind (than which nothirꝑ can be 
more defirable on this {ide Heaven) 
= to Themſelves, a to their Heirs for 


Der. 4 


* 
=. 


So 
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So praying for their Deliverance 
from the Wrath of an injur d and 
offended, God; or for their Ac- 
ceptance at theo Throne of their 
appeas d and righteous Judge (as 
yet ready to acckpt of the fecond 


Oblation of his own, and to give 


Them a repeated + Reward )) 1 
commend Them entirely to G his 


Protection; : and am ny 


* ) 3}ut i WII 1 4 
Thai eas, far 428 Wor! 


14 1111 |; 1 * 41 
e are C brif (un 
„ oh ve 


THE 


THE 


CONTENTS 


H F Göbel 
A clear Gonſcience 
pPreferalle to all 
| e Ihing A 
III. Pleonefies 5 Complain for want 
of Money. 
IV. He gives his Reaſon for it. 
v. Timotheus objecis againſt the 
Validity of bis Reaſon. * 
VI. And gives bis own more proba- 
ble one : Which was, Becanſ e 
He had involy 4 bimſe or in Sa- 
„ "crileſS} > 
VII. This confirm'd. 
VII. A Definition of Suerilege. 
IX, PleoneGtes gives an Account 
— how 


. en TENTS: 


bow he came by bi Eflare, Ha 
© © reckons tbe jemucral Hands thre” 
which it had pa ſſe ed. 

X. Timotheus obJerwes how it was 
likely to go out 6 Des s 
oath 0. 1 ” 

xi 3 alleges _ Good- 
neſs of bis Title, ' 

XII. Which Timotheus queſtions. 

XIII. And gives his Reaſonfor-it. 

XIV. Which is argued by Both. 

XV. The, Argument —— from 
the Jewiſh — „ and 1 
to the Chriſtian. 

XVL ITiches and Offerings Fun 
of the Moral Law: BY 
XVII... 4 . Reaſon why Tithes as 
ut proſper even with thoſe, wbo 
bad no hand in the Diſſolution. 

XVIII. That Reaſon argued. 

XIX. An Account hob theſe Peſ- 
Jeſſrons, came into Lay-Hands. 


; rk ” , 
XX, 


The ConTENTS: 

XX. The EY not ve. 
ary. 

XXI. But e 

XXII. This prov'd both from Rea- 
ſon and Fact. 

XXIII. The Reaſons acknowledg'd 
valid by Pleonectes. 

XXIV. Some of the Religious put 
to Deatb for not conſenting to 4 
Reſignation. 

XXV. 57 ho they were. 

XXVI. The pretended Reaſon for 

their having been Put to Death. 

XXVII. The true Reaſon. 

XXVIII The King, Parliament, 
and Convacetion aſſerted to con- 
ſent to the ſettling of thoſe Lands. 

XXIX. The Right long before ſet- 

led by as good an Authority on 

God 2 elf. 

XXX.  Notwuhftanding alienated 


ps the King. | 
SE XXXI 


17 


18 


The CONTENTS 


XXXI. The Religious / aid : have 


ſurtendred their Right. 

XXXII. Which was not, in Iruth, 
their own; and there efore 1 
Surrendry Huy id. 


XXXIII. The Caſe of Ananias and 


Sapphira, who were judg'd Sa- 
crilegious for detaming but Fart 
of that which had been before 
dedicated to God. 
XXXIV. Pleonectes takes the Ar- 
gument of Validity from the Di- 
ſtance of Time ſince ihe Diſſo · 
lution. 
XXXV. That Argument anſwer d. 
XXXVI. Reſtitution e only Sa- 
tasfattion that can be made to 
God. 
XXXVII. And that either by Pub- 
lick Authority, 


XXXVIII. Or by Private Perſons 


themſelves. 
XXXIX. 


af © 4 


The CONTENTS. 

XXXIX. The Argument of 4 Va- 
luable Conſideration having beer: 

iven for them. 

XL. Exploded. . 

XLI. And fully anſwered. 

XLII. The Fears of leſſening the 
Eſtate by Reſtitution. ; 

XLIII. Refuted. 

XLIV. Reſtitution made by the 
Church, hew acceptable to God. 

XLV. The: Impiery of detaining 
Tithes que fs 'd. 

XLVI. Prov'd impious both from 
Scripture and Reaſon, 

XLVII. Pleonectes himſelf begins 
to be reconcil'd to a Reſtitution : 
but fears the talk of the World. 

XLVIII. Thoſe fears provd fri- 
volons, 

XLIX. Pleonectes queſtions e 
it was ever done. 

L. Afirm'd in many Eik, 

C 2 II. 


19 


The CONTENTS, 


LI. The Firſt Inflance from Sir 
Henry Spelman. 

LI. The Second from Sir Ralph 

Hare. 1 

LIII. The Third from Sir Roger 
Townſend. 
LIV. The Fourth from Sir will 
Dodington. 5 

LV. Ibe Fifth from Sir Richard 
Knightly. | 

LVI. The Sixth from Baptiſt Lord 

Hlickes. 

LVI!. The Seventh from Mrs. b llen 
Gulſton. 1 

LVIII. Pleonectes heginy in 10 be in · 
clir d to reſtore bis W 
tion alſo. 

Lix. Timotheus exhorts him to it. 

| IX But with all aſſerts, that it 

muſt be God alone that, can in- 
cline him to it. 

LAL The Judgment of 1he Author 

21 | of 


3 


98 1 
1 
* 


The CONTENTS. 


of the Whole Duty of Man 

as to the Loy Toff n of 
Tithes and Offerings. 

LXII. A Queſtion whither the re- 
mar kable Vengeance of. God bas 
ever followed ſuch Eſtates. 

LXIII. Anſwer'd cantiouſly, and on- 

ly in general. "IF 

LXIV. Some few Families aſſerted 
to proſper, but more acknow- 
ledg'd to have been improſpe- 

- Tous. ha 

LXV. Owing only to the Goodneſs, 
Forbearance, aud Long-Suffcring 
of God that any of the Sacri- 

legious do proſper. 

LXVI. This Way of arguing not 

| ſevere if Reſtitution be made 
to God: otherwiſe the Poſſeſſors 

4s guilty as the Alicnators. 

LXVII. The Original of Tithes 

_enquir'd into. 1 roy d Number 
LXXX, ] LXVII. 


21 


22 


The CONTENTS. 


LXVIII. Sir Henry Spelman gives 
an Account of it in his Book 
De non temerandis Eccleſiis. 
LXIX. PleoneQes promuſes to fol- 
low Sir Henry Spelman's Advice. 
LXX, - Pleonectes ? mind free d 
from Sacriledge. 
LXXI. A Caution to Pleonectes. 
LXXIII. Pleonectes returns thanks 
for the Caution. 
LXXII. Pleonectes reſolves to fol- 
low the Diflates of his ewn 
ctence. 
LXXIV. Timotheus about 10 take 
his leave. 
LXXV. Pleonectes renews the Con- 
verſation. 
LXXVI Timotheus further preſſeth 
Reſtitution. 5 
LXXVII. And the fatal Conſe- 
quence of neglecting it. 


LXXVIII Pleonectes aſk's Twmo- 


cheus 9 


The CONTENTS. 


theus's Opinion in ſome Points. 
LXXIX. Timotheus anſwers with a 
Frecaution. 


© LXXX, The Original of Tythes : 


proving that they are the Gift of 


God, not of Man. 
LXXX1. This Gift never to be diſ- 
anull'd, and why. | 
LXXXII. "Clearly prov'd from Rea- 
ſon. 

LXXXIII. From the Primative Fa- 
thers, and Modern Divines. 
LXXXIV. From the ſacred Scrip- 

tures. 
LXXXV. Every Devoted thing 
_ ought 10 be reſtor d to God's im- 
mediate ſer vice. 
I XxXxXVI. Pleonectes argues for the 
Reaſonableneſs of the Deſſolu- 
tion for the good of the Com- 


mon-wealth. 


XXX II. Timotheus anſwers bim 


\ 


23 


24 


The CONTENTS. 
from poſitive Juſtice, the pre- 


ſervation of the Honour and 
Glory of God, and the Edifica- 
tion of his Church. | 


ILXXXVIII. The Diſſolution prov'd” 


to hawe been to the Diſadvan- 
tage of the Publick. 
LXXXIX. King Henry VIII. in 
greater Want of mony after He 
had taken the Revenues of the 
Religious Houſes than before- 
XC. Many other Inconveniencies at- 


tend the Lay - Poſſeſſors of 


Church - Lands. 

XCI. Irſtanc d in King Henry vIII. 
bimfelf. 

XC11. 4 Exhortation to @ Reſtitu- 
tion on many Con 1 | 

XIII. An Inflance of a Lay-Poſ- 
ſeſſor of "5 ary not 


Sacrilegious. = 
xclv. Proved. 


XCV- 


A 5 5.3;SMN 22 


The ConTENts. 


xc v. The Reaſoning, me 
to be Valid. 
XCVL Pleonectes inclin d ta re- 


ſtore his Impropriatiunn 
unge Iuſtances of God s 


XCVI. Sr 
Judgements ox. Poſſeſſors of 

Church-Lands. 

XCVIII. In K. William the Con- 
queren. 

XCIX. In King, John. . 

C. In William. Marthall, Earl * 
Pembroke, and hit Famiiy. 

CL. In. divers others but partici 
larly in one: worth Obj\ ſervation. 
CII,. God's: Denunciation of De- 
ſtruclion to all Invaders 0 of 
Church-Lands., ©. 
CIH. The Continuance of God's 

Judꝑments on this Age all, 2 
CIV. . Prov/d'in one Inſtance. 
CV. In another. 


CVI. In another Dd ©: Evil 


25 


98 


26 


HI 


The Co N TEN TS: 


Cn. pleonectes not willing to 


hear any more ſuch dreadful 
Inſtances. 

CVIII. Timotheus Prayeth that the 
Foſſeſſors of Church-Lands may 
timely ſee and repent of their 
Sim, and make Reſtitution of 
-them. iin ft 

CIX. Thoſe who reſtore ſuch 

Lands to theChurch, a ſſur'd that 

. they reſtore them to God. 

CX. Pleone tes  ſolemmly reſtores 

propriation; and renounces 
the Sin in which he bas been in- 

* dole d in keepin g of it hitherto. 

Cxl. God's Promiſe of Proſperi- 
ty to ſuch in themſelves. 


CI. And in their Poſterity. - 
'CXI, pleonectes better fatis fred 


by reſtoring, than by * > 5 
Impropriation, | 
CXLY: 


The C ONT E . 


to CXIV. Timotheus s Advice 
ul PleoneGtes to perjwade others 2 0 


to reſtore theirs. 


he Cx. Reaſons to beleive that o- 
425 there may be induc d to a Reſtitu- 


| tion alſo upon a ſight A their 
of fault. 


CXVI. God's - Ommi potence be 2 


< Sbewn by bringing great things 
at to paſs by ſmall means. 
CXVI.. Reaſons why many will 
er not hear ken to a Reſtitution. 
er CXVIIL And why ſome maß. 
. CXIX. No eaſy matter to perſwade 
many to a Reſtitution, and why. 
CXX. Poverty no excuſe for keep- 
ing ſuch Lands. 
CXXI. Reaſons why even the 
Foore ſt ought to make Reſtitution. 
CXXII. And that it is very conſiſtent 
with the Mercy of God 10 
require it. D 2 CXXIIE 


27 


28 


The CONTENT 8. 
CXXIU. Reſtiturion onght not to be 
"wrade of Part only, but of the 
Whole. 
CXXIV. A gradual Reftnati 


on may 
perhaps be be acceprable to God 
from the Foore . 


CXXV. But by no means allowabl, 


to thoſe who can live without it. 

CXXVI. Tiches not 10 be reſtor d 
like other Church Lands, nor yet 
to be leas'd * like them for 
Years and why? 

CXXVII. Tamorkevs alledges many 

folid Reaſons for a Reſtitution. 

CXXVIIl. The Vengeance of God 
 . ſeldom or never eſcapes Sacrile- 


gious Poſſeſſors of Lands. 


CXXIX. A * remarkable Inflance 


from Timotheus's own Know- 

ledge. 
CX XX. Plconefe acknowled ges 
that 


The CONTENTS. 29 


that Tithes ought to be reſtor dd 

as God's due: but queſtions 10 

what Dee Abby-Lanas ought to 

be reſtor d. 

CXXXI. That Qu flion auſwered: 
Wherem ts conſider d, the Uſe to 


which ſuch Houſes, and Lands 


might now he reſtored, moſt ac- 
cepiably to God, and moſt profe- 
tably to the Common-Wealth. 
CXXXII. Ar objeStion that ſuch 
Lands were given by tdolatrous 
| Perſons, & 10 f. Uſes. 
cxXxIl That objection refuted. 
CXXKXIV. The manner in which 
Church Lands were offer d to God. 
CXXXV. How the Charters ran. 
cxxxVI. The Form of Words us'd 
on thoſe Occaſions 


CXXXvV1I. Timotheus's Appeal to 


Pleonectes himſelf in behalf uf 
| the Rights of the Church. 
CXXXVIII. 


" wk 


N A-.- 


30 


The CONTENTS. 
CXXXVIII. A free Confeſſion of 


Pleonectes acknowledging the 
Iruth of what Timotheus al- 
ledges. 

CXXXIX. The Curſes of the Do. 
nors deſired on thoſe who ſhould 
hereafter alienate the Lands given 
by them to God, and his Church 

CXL. Adlemorial fe for all Fiſſeſſors 
of. Church-Lands. 

CXL1.: Pleonedtes perſiſit in bis 
Integrity f a Reſtitution. 

CXLI1I. For which Timotheus ow 
thanks to God. 

CXLIIL. A Propoſal bow the No- 

. bility and Gentry may preſerve 
the Tithes in their s Families and 
yet notwithflanding free their 
Families and their Eſtates from 
the Sin and Curſe of Sacrilege. 

CXLIV. Another Method of ſo do- 
ing. 1 CXLV 


The CONTENTS. 


xl. v. Pleonectes expreſſes bis ſa- 
tisfaftion in theſ e propoſals. 


CXLVI. Timotheus adwances ſe e- 


veral convineing | Reaſons for 
2 Reſtitution 


CXL VII. Ignorance way excuſe fron 
the Imputation of Sin in the 
* World 0 come : but Sacrilege 
will not go un uni ſbed in this 
Morld 60 1 8 
okU VIII. But the Caſe . varies in 
© thoſe, who know-t. to be Sin. 
50 x. The Poſſeſſors of ſach 
fates di 65 waded fi from the Sale 
2 of them: and why 1 
CL Nothing 807 to be. done with 
| ub. Eſtates but a Total Reſti- 
8 tution to be 3 c 
CLI. The Concluſi . 3 
. CLII. The Prayer. be 


31 


AN 


EXPLICATION 


OF THE 
NAMES: 
IMOTHEUS Ar Hs. 

| nourer of God. In alluſion 
to that of Prov. 111. 9, Ho- 
our the Lord with thy Subſtauce, 
&c. 

Pleonectes: A Poſſeſſor of (or 
one that deſires to poſſeſs) more 
than what is his.own, by the * 


of God as well as thoſe of 
Ore _— y deſiring more and 


SG  *RAWYL 


Ig 
In alluſion to that of Melacby, 
111. 8. Will a Man rob God? 
Tet ye have robbed me. 


I6 FE60) 


DIALOGUE 


BeTws'n x 


P leonettes and Timotheus. 


BONECTES. Hap 
y net, good Tim. 

Timothets God grate i 
prove ſo i in the End. 


ſon hav "You to dont 78 25 ? 
Tim.” No other chan our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, in the Goſpel, had, when he ad- 
viſed the Young Man to ſel all that he 
had, and give to = Poor, and follow 
bins; who, when he lack diligent yand 
chearfully obſerv'd all the Commands of 
his Bleſſed Saviour, * doe n awd 7 for- 
1 4 at That Saying, Matt. xix 2 22. 
And g bor or eaton ; for Wheat 
wa? he” ten? heve tefr fry 2 in J be 
im, 


The Saluts: 


Happi- tion. 


Pleon. hy ? What Rea. | 


3 ( 2.) 
If. Thi. Nothing but a, clear Conſci- 
A good C ence for obeying; the Commands of his 


a 31 God in al T ings; and conſequently his 
Ting. "Care, his Prot jon and Favour i in this 
Word-; and in the World to come Eter- 
#4 Life. 
Pl. Aud is not that enough? Pray 
2 Let could. le Per for more Ly any 
inn? 11 
im. Yet you yourfelf would have 
been as ſorrrowtful-as-He, had your Sa- 
Vi-ur adviſed ou! to the ſame. 
Pl. Pl. I conf am g:4oru&, I have 
Lonekles's a great dea and 1 love my Fftate very 
7 well, and my ' Money, too, when I have it; 
enen, Cut it altuays very ſcarce, tho my Eftate 
be. Large; but as well as I love em, I 
Iove my; Soul letter; 2 my Saviour 
Had thus bade me, I bope he would have 
* given me Grace to have done. it. 
Im. And would not this Croſs have 
been roo ard ow for you, think you? ? 
PI. I ho 1 
_ Zim. Then — don't love the Crea- 
tum better than the Creator. 
PFI I love one well, but the other 
as far beyond it, as the Poet ſpeaks 
( 5999 «eaves ic In it) as Heaven is a- 
bove the Earth. 


7" — — * 09" _—_ 


H. e. 16. 


n * 3 


Tim. 


(3) 
Tim. | You now ſpeak like a good 
Chriſtian in a Heathen's Language: 
But till I doubt how the Tongue and 


Heart would agree upon Trial. 

PL If I know my own Heart, Im 
frre they would: But to what Pur paſe 
are we now entered into the Diſcourſe ? 

Tim. To greater than, perhaps, you 
arc aware of: Yet you ſtem'd to glance 
at it juſt now, without knowing the 
Reaſon. | 

Pl. In what ? Ks 

Tim. In faying that you had a large 
Eſtate but were ſcanty of Money. 

Pl- I know it, and can give yt a 1V. 
good Reaſon for it; for having lately He gives his 
finiſhed a noble Straftare upon the Bar- — * 
ton of „I had no ſooner built it 
but the whole Front moulder'd away I 
know not how, unleſs by the Infidelity of 
the Workmen, 

Tim, No: Your Workmen were true V. 
and faithful ; but the Foundation was Teen 
ruinous. | 2 ” 

Pl, Not in t he leaſt ; for it was built Validity of 
upon a Rock; and the former Houſe his Reaſon, 
which I pul d down, and which was 
ſaid to be in old Times the Paxs0XNAGE 
Houst, bad Marks of 400 & 500 
lears ſtanding, and yet firm and ſolid. 

B 2. Tim. 


(4) 


VI. Tim. You have now diſcovercd all : 
And g'v7e The Foundation you muſt acknowledge 
more proba. to have been upon an IMPROPRIATION, 
ble one ; and the Building to be dealt with ace 
which is, cording to the Juſtice and Vengeange of 
FA = 4 God, upon all ſacred Things impropria- 
es ted to ſecular Uſes; which when the 
himſelf in 7 | * 
Facrikge. Were firſt conſecrated to God, it was 
done with a Curſe upon the Viola: ers of 
it ( ſuch. as that in + Zachery's Roll) 
And the Curſe ſhall remain in the midſt of 
the Honſe, and ſhall conſume it with the 
7 imber thereof, and the Stones there- 
* 
Pl. And think you that there is any 
thing in this Matter ? 
Tim. I think this to be whole. 
Pl. For what Reaſon ? 
VIE. Tim. Becauſe I take both the firſt 
This con-- Aljenation, and the Continuation of that 
fen d. Fact to be ſacrilegious. 
Pl. Nhat is Sacrilege? 
VIII. Tim, I underſtand Sacrilege to be 
A Deamon 4 taking away That which was lawſally 
pt Sacrur7e. = | ) R : 
-'* dedicated to God, and employing it to 
ſecular (or common) Uſes. 


+ Zach. V. 3, 4 
* Sce Nr. Hammond's Prat. Cat, of Sacrileges 


Lib. ii. Sect. 8. 
rh PL 


63 | 


Pl. But Icame to it honeſtly, it being p _ 
left me by my Father, who bought it of \;,., an Ac- 
, who purchaſed it of „count how 
who has Writings that it has paſſed he came by 


thro) ten ſeveral Families fince the Diſo- his Eſtate, 


. and reckons 
lution, aud no, at laſt, brought iuto the ſeveral 
Our's. Hands thro? 


Tim. Obſerve your own Words: which it has 
See how it has rowPd from Hand to PF. 
Hand. and the Families all extin&t that Timorbess 
meddled with it, and your ſelf now mar- obſerves 
ried Ten Years, and but one ſickly how it was 


| kely to f 
Daughter, and never likely to have off 5. 
more. 


nefes's Fa- 


Pl. All this I acknowledge ; but how- mily alſo. 
ever, you may here ſee my Title to be | Xl . 
good; and that I have no Reaſon to ima- jedges the 
gine that it will not proſper in my Fa- goodneſs of 
oly. ys is own Ti- 

Tim, Tho? you yourſelf juſt now dle. 
acknowledged, that you had but one = 
ly Daughter, and never likely to have 
any more. | 

Pl. I acknowledge it again; but 
what”s your Opinion why it ſhould not 
proſper, ſeeing my Title is good ? All 


Which Tr. 
Iim. That's what I doubt. Ln an 
Pl. Upon what Grounds ? lions. 
Tim. Becauſe, there was a Prior XIII. 
Grant. And gives 


his Reaſon 
Pl- for it. 


(6) 
Pl. To whom ? I pray. 
Tim. To God, and his Church. 
XIV. Pl. But it war faken out of their 
188 Hands by King and Parliament, and con- 
Ph. firm'd by their Authority. 

Tim. And think you that the King 
of-Heaven will approve of That ? Or, 
that He will proſper it to the Poſſeſſors 
of it? Are not taking away of TiTHrs 
and OerExINGs call'd Robbing of God? 
And if Cod has enjoin'd it in the 8th 
Commandment that we ſhould not Steal 
from each other, Can we think it a leſs 
Fault to Steal from Him ? 
= Bat _ were the Tithes and 

eri the ſews: What influence 
has thi * Chriſtians ? 1 

XV. Tim, Will you then allow the Jews 
whom. — to be oblig'd by the Commands of God, 
from the and the Chriſtiaus to break them? If fo, 
Je:iſs Oeco- Pray which are in the better Condition? 
— If the Jews were forbidden it, Pray 
Abr Criſtian, what Liberty has the Chriſtian gain'd 

ſince that Prohibition? 
Pl. But what Obligation have We in 
Conſcience to reſtore them from under the 

Goſpel? 

XVI. Tim. As Tithes and Offerings were 
On and not a Part of the Judicial, or Ceremoni- 
—_— al, but a Part of the Moral Law; fo, as 


Part or the 


Moral-Law. | our 


(7) 


our Ble ſſed Saviour came not to deſtroy, 
but to fulfill That; ſo he came not to 
deſtroy, but to eſtabliſh Them. 

Pl. But | had no Hand in the Diſſo- 
lution, and _— What Reaſon can 


be given why ſuc 
with me ? 
- Tim. Becauſe you continue their Act XVII. 
who were concern'd in it : And accord- a — 
ing to the Reaſoning of the New Teſta- 1, 2. wool 
ment, Thoſe who bid them God . ſpeed, per even 
are Partakers of their Evil Deeds, 2Jo. with thoſe 
Pl. I can believe That, 2 more fan in ne 
than I can believe that God will viſit the Diſſolution. 


Szns of the Fathers upon an innocent Po- 


Eſtate ſhould not proſper 


ſterity. 
Tim. While the Poſttrity continues 
innocent of their Father's Faults, God XVIII. 


will not viſit their Father's Faults upon 1 


them; becauſe he has promiſed that 
The Righteouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall 
be upon him, and that the Witkedneſs of 

the Wicked ſhall be m *, But if the 
Poſterity fall off that Innocence, 
and tread in the fame Steps that their 
Fathers did, then you are not yet to learn 
that God will viſit the Sins of the Fa- 
thers upon the Children unto the 3d 
and 4th Generation : And it was againft 


a — —— RE 


Erl, xviii. 20 
F thoſe 


N 

thoſe who continued their Father's Fact 

that our Bleſſed Saviour pronounces an 

Woe unto you, Luke vii. 48. 
8 XIX. Pl. But theſe Things were done by 
Bon eben the Conſent of the Poſſeſſors of thoſe 
Poſleſſions Lands, who voluntarily refiend all their 
came into Right and Title to t hoſe Impropriat ions, 
Lay Hands. into the Hands of the ing and Parlia- 


— to diſpoſe of them as they thought” 


XX. Tim. When you can prove that the 

_ I 845 Reſignation Was 2 „and that 

voluntary. they themſelves (who, you ſay, reſign'd 

em) had. a good 'Tirle to thein to dif- 

poſe of. them as ht fit; then, 

I confeſs that this will alter the Cafe ex- 

treamiy: But before That be done, aſ- 

ſure yourſelf that you are guilty of Sa- 

cdrilege, and may reaſonably expect the 
Vengeance that may follow it. 

XXI. Pl.. I confeſt I cannot prove that it 


= extor was & volu nation: But the 
I alledg'd it jus nd for the fake of 
ſtrengthniig”* my Argument, yet I have 


as often:heard that the Religious were 
over rw # thro) Fear of the Severity of 
their Mig; and if That be true; 1 
know' not how: we can call that Volun- 
tary, which was really Extorted. 


» Im, 


13 = 9 „ 1 * 


r 
Tim. To this I will give you a clear XXII. 
Anſwer, both from Reaſon and Fact. This prov'd 


imagi both from 
Can you reaſonably imagine that thoſe N n 


who had ſpent all their Days, and a 748. 


great Eart ot their Subſtance, in order 


to be admitted and incorporated into 


thoſe Religious Societies; who had dedi- 


cated themſelves to be employ'd in the 


Service of God and his Church ; and had 
no other viſible Maintenance but thoſe 
Tithes and Offerings; and who had 
— their Lives for the moſt Part) in 
erciſes of Picty, and Charity, like 
thoſe who had devoted themſelves, their 
Souls and Bodies to God only ? Can you 
reaſonably imapine, I fay, that the 
would Voluntarily reſign what they Fl 
well knew to have been given to pious 
Uſes, to be employ d on ſecular Affairs, 
when they themſelves were never to 
m_ an yaw of 3 1 
I confeſs it does not 109k Jiłely; AI 
becauſe, if 755 had thought that R «A ha _ _ 
lar and Charitable Way of Life to have ed valid ” 
been acceptable to God, they muſt conſe- PleoneRtes. 
quently think every Act that was done xxl. 
contrary to it, to have been diſpleaſing to Some of the 
Him. oy : Relic ious put 
Tim. And fo they did; as you may 10 Pearh for 
obſerve by the Practioe of ſome of the ing ic a Ke. 


C moſt ſignation. 


(10) 
moſt conſtant of them, who were aQu- 
ally put to Death for not voluntarily re- 
ſigning ; whereby we may judge of the 
Extortion that the Leſs Conſtant were 
compelPd to yield to, left they ſhould 
have fallen under the ſame Condemna- 
tion. 

Pl. If you can produce me any In- 
ſtances + 2 that Le to Death on 
this Account, I will uo longer argue that 
„ the Reſgnat ion was volumtary. 

__ X + Tim. Robert Whiting Abbot of Glaſ- 
ewe ? tenbury, Hugh Farringdon Abbot of 
Reading; and John Bech Abbot of Col- 
cheſter, were all put to Death on this 
my Account. 2 
XXVI. I. Thoſe were contlemn'd, and hang d 
ze preten- ſor refuling the Oath of Supremacy. 
7 - 0 „ Tim. That was the Y or feign'd 
having been Cauſe but the re or true Cauſe was, 
pat 0 becauſe neither Bribes nor Threats could 
euh. tempt 'em to betray their Churches; nor 
ec. to violate thoſe Holy Things and Places | 
Reaſon. That were committed to their Care : and 
had there not been another pretended 
Cauſe tor taking away their Lives, it 
would have been too apparent to every 
one that the Reſignation was involuntary : 
and after this was done, thewhole Chri- 
ſtian World ſtood amaz'd at the Cruelty 
| Ot 


(11) 


of the Oppreſſion, and others being terri- 
fied by their Examples leave all, thro' 
Fear, to the diſpoſal of the King : And 
how far this was freely, voluntarily, and 
without Compulſion (according to the 
31of K. H viii. c. 13.) done, I leave 
to tlie Conſciences of all Poſſeſſors of 
Tithes and Impropriations, to judge as 
they ſhall be ready to anſwer it at the 
laſt Day. 

Pl. But fince there was 4 Reſigna- XXVIII. 
tion of the Tithes and Impropriations Le — — 
made into the Hands of the Ning and aud Convo- 
Parliament (the Convocation alſo con- cation aſſert- 
ſenting ) where can now lie the Doubt d to con- 


of our Right ; or what better Title can __- * 


we have than from King, Parlia- thoſe 
ment and Convocation ? 

Tim. You can have no better Title xxix. 
to your Eſtate than from a legal Settle. The Righe 
ment from King and Parliament; and long before 
no King ever had a better Title to the — — 
Crown than K Henry VIII. had; but — 
yet notwithſtanding He had no Power to Ged himſelf, 
pervert that to Secular Uſes which had, 
for many Ages before, been devoted 
TO GOD AND HIS CHURCH, for 
tho it be lawful for a Man to do whats 
he vill with his own, yet it is not law. 
full for a Man to do what he will with 

| C 2 that 


( 12 ) 
that which is not his um: That there- 
fore which was Goa's before, was not 
at that time the King's. 

XXX. Pl. But you ſee that it was alienated 
_— byKing and Parliament. : 

1 by Tim. To their Peril be it who did it; 
the Xivg. and to Theirs alſo who * id them God 
ſpeed by continuing their Act. 

XXXl. Pl, But after the Religious had ſur- 
The Religi- rendred their Right into the Hands of the 


have — King and Parliament, could not They do 


dred their with it as they thought fit ? 
Riphe. Tim. Yes : Had the Religious them- 
Wir feves been the proper Poſſeſſors of thoſe 
not in Truth Tit hes, and Imfropriations ;, but as they 
their own ;- were not their own proper Inheritances, 
* there - hut were devoted to Gop, and the Reli- 
— 14rd tous were only the Diſpenſers ot them 
lia. ? for the time being, They could not make 

- A better Title of them to the King, than 
They themſelves had, nor refign more 
than was in their Power to refign which 
was only the Diſtribution of them pro 
Tempore: + Epiſcoji relus Ecclefiaſticis 
utantur, nou ut profriis, ſed ut ſibi ad 
diſpenſandum commiſſis. , | 


— 
* 


„ 3 07 


+ Conc. Turonenſ, iii. Can. 10. An. Dom. 813. 
Pl- 


* 


(13) 
Pl. Are you then of the Opinion that 
what was devoted to God cannot be 
taken away by any Humane Authority 
afterwards? 
Tim. Anſwer Yourſelt from the Caſe XXX1. 
of * Auanias and Sapphira; on whom, The Caſe of 


Ananias and 


after they had devoted their own whole 5 ppbire 

Eſtate to God, and his Church, but kept who were 

back Part ef the Price of it to their judg'd ſacri- 
own private Uſe afterwards, the heavy _— for 

Vengeance of God purſued them as Sa- t Pag or 

crilegious, and Both of them gave up the that which 

Ghoſt on this very Account: And if They had been be- 

who had as nod a Title to their Poet. = — 

ſion as the Law could give K H. VIII. „ . 

and his Parliament to diſpoſe of the 

Tithes and Impropriations, were ad- 

judg'd guilty of Sacrilege, what can we 

judge more favourable of either the Ex- 

torters and Diſpoſers of Tithes and Im- 

propriations in K. H. VIITs Days, or 

of the preſent Poſſeſſors of them? 

Pl. But theſe Things were done ſo XxxxXIv. 

long fince, and the Tithes and [mproprig» Pleoneftes 

tions have been ſo often conveyed from one takes che as 4 

Hand to another; and that upon valuable Validiry : 

Conſiderations, that methinks the Dan- from the Di- 


tance of 
rr 9 a -=_ fiance 
the Di/[ol 
* Act, V. I, 2, 3» 4, $. tion. yu 
ger 


614) 


ger of 21 them ſhould not be ſo great 
XXV. aſter 1 a Time. 
That Argu- Tim. A Fact that was wicked in the 
ment an- Beginning, will never be the leſs wicked 
ſuered· for it's having been practisꝭ d for a long 
IT ract of Time; and therefore God who 
was once robb'd, will never be plea d, 
before Satisfaction be made him. 
Pl. How can that be done? 
XXXVI. Tim. By no other Method but by 
_ Reſt wo? Reſtitution. 
—— Pl. But the Tithes and Impropria. 
that can be tion: having been alienated by Publick 
. 471 Authority, I am inclin'd 88 that it 
L ought to be an Act of publick Authori 
_ ode — them 4 0 
lick . . Tim. But if publick Authority think 
XXXVIII it impracticable, by reaſon ot the many 
Or by fri- Poſſeſſors, ſome of which would not be 
vate Ferſont perſwaded, tho one aroſe from the Dead 
to convince them of the Sin of keeping 
them, or of the Bleſſings of God, which 
would certainly attend them for reſtor · 
ing of Them ; yet That ought not to 
hinder You, or any other, in whoſe 
Pewer your own Impropriations are, 
to reſtore Them to their proper Uſe; 
and you have juſt Reaſon to think (from 


the excellent Example of the preſent 


( 15 ) 


* publick Authority) that ſuch a pious 
Aft of yours will be very gratefull to it, 


as well as'to God, and his Church. xx 

Pl. But be my own Intentions ever ſo Fu pow 
good, of reſtoring this my Impropriation ment of 4 
to its own pro er Uſe, yet fince my Au- Valuable Con. 


ſidera tion 
ceſtors bong ht it at a Valuable Conſidera — 24 


tion, I ſhall by reflori it, wrong my 2, 
Fan of that Valusbte Conſideration — my 
that was given for it, allowing it (as I 

confeſs it . at reaſonable) to be a 

Sin to keep it from the Church. 

Tim. Put the Caſe to the worſt; I _ XL 
ſhould rather .cntail Poverty on my Fa- E*ploded. 
mily, attended with the Bleſſing of Gcd, 
than facrilegious Wealth atrended with 
a certain Curſe : However, think it not 
impracticable for you to do Juſtice to 
your Family. as to the Valuable Confi- 
deration, and yet to reſtore to God what 
is His likewiſe, and fo to preſerve your 
Eſtate, and change the Curſe annexed to 
it, into a Bleſſing on your Self and your 
Poſterity. \ 

Pl. Could you but give me a rational 
Account how I could proceed in ſo doing, 

I cannot ſee what can hinder me of being 


ä 


—C 


— „ »„— 


* This was written in the Year 1712, about 
which Time the Tenths and' firlt Fruits were 
, given back to the Church. 


And fully 
anſwered. 


6850 
entirely of your Opinion as to the Juſtice 
and Piety of reſtoring Tithes and Impro- 
Priations: For I muſt pany Cn 

4 an 


that I never yet met with any good 
Poſſeſſing ſuch Eſtates, but he had ſome 
Diſſatisfattion of mind upon him; and 
was either willing to diſpoſe of, or uneaſy 
to keep em. 

Tim. Seeing that your Affair lies be · 
tween the ſearcher of all Hearts, who 
knows your molt ſecret Intentions, and 
your ſelf, I would firſt reſolve that this 

mpropriation ſhould in Time return to 
it's proper Uſe ; and in Order to That, 
would convey it away to that Purpoſe 
immediately; and then, on the other 
Hand, having to do with the God of 
Mercy as well as Juſtice, I would coms 
pute how many Years might expire 
before I ſhould have rais'd my Valaable 
Conſideration out of this Impropriation; 
and, after ſuch a computed | ime, would 
ſo order it%gs that the Impropriation 
ſhould return to it's proper Owner, 
which is GO D; hereby I ſhould not 


- wrong my Fami y oP the Valuable Con- 
ſiderat ion, and yet reſtore to Gud what 
is His. Or otherwiſe, I would convey it 
to its proper Uſe immediately, reſerving 
the full Value for che fir Year, but that 

| OR 


( 17) | 


on the next Year the Incumbent ſhould 


Have One Pound; the next following, 


Two Pounds; the next Year, Three 
Pounds, (more or leſs, according to the 
Value, which I would tdke care ſhould 
be reftor'd in about Twenty Years time) 
and fo 105 till the whole _ 2 
its r Uſe: ſo would your leſſer 
1 Woith God's Bleſſing ( which 
would certainly attend them ) produce 
a larger Increaſe to your Poſterity, and 
your ſelf would receive (if you can be- 
eve your God) Seven-fold even in this 
Life : Or otherwiſe, if you have a Son, 
or a near Relation, preſemt Him to the 
Living, teſtore the Impropriation, and 
pive Him, and His ( being the Incum- 
nts ) the Perpetuity of it. 
Pl. But ſbould I not, by this Means, 
bring my Poſterity to Poverty by little 
and little. iis 2 


T 


XIII. 


Tim. Solomon tells you that There is by Reſtita- 
tion. 
XLII. 
Refuted. 


that ſcattereth, and yet iucreaſeth: Your 
Impropriation thus reſtor d, would not 
fail of being abundantly retributed in 
this Life, as well as in that to come: 
He that multiplies the Seed fown, would 
multiply Bleſſings and Proſperity to 
you, and your Poſterity to future Ge- 
nerations, on whom would likewiſe be 
entail d eternal Happineſs. 


. . 24. 


D 2 Pl. 


he Fears 


of leſſening 
the Eſtate 
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pl. But if I ſhould be incliuꝭd to re- 
ſore this Im — — how am I aſſur d 
" X11v. that it will be acceptable to God ? 
Rejtirction Tim. You having reſtor'd That to 
3 _ God which is God's, according to our 
<cceprablery Bleſſed Saviour 5 Command, cannot but 
God. imagine but that ſuch a Reſtitution mult 
be acceptable to God, whoſe Bleſſed Son 
is ſo faithfully obeyed in that which caſt 
ran ſomething: and as our Bleſſed, Sa- 
viour ſpake concerning Works ot Cha- 
rity done to his beloved Diſciples, that 
* In as much as they were done to Them, 
they were dane to himſelf; ſo, as you 
reſtore to God's Meſſengers what 
is His, you. reſtore it to himſelf + 
Pl. But wherein lies the Impiety of: 
XV. Us who have Lands of this Sort, ix 
Mor dabei. keeping them, provided that We take 
ing Tiches care (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) that they 
queltion'd. which preach of the Goſpel, ſhould live 
of the Goſpel. Lumens 4 
Tim. Were thoſe Lands properly 
XLVI. your own, and had they never been dedi- 
Prov'd im- cated to God and his Church, it would 
1 — have been an admirable Charity to have 
ture and Res. taken care that thoſe who ſerve at the 
ſor, Altar ſhould live of the Altar: but ſee- 
ing that the Tithes were wholly given 
* 8. Matt. xxv. 40. | 
1 Numbers, v. 8. 
f 1 Cor. ix. 14 


n 


to God, before they were conveyed to 


ias and * ec keep back Part of 
God's Poſſeſſion: And is it not very 
unreaſonable that thoſe who do nat ſerve 
at theAltar, nor Preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
cat the Bread of thoſe that do? and 
who have an Opportunity with the 
Overplus to relieve the Poor - (as was 
ſufficiently dane before this Rapine) and 
to win Souls to Heaven by Charity 
and Hoſpitality: And how ; have the 
Vice-gerents of God, the Minitters of 
the Holy Jeſus a Power of being * Hef. 
pitable (accortiing to the Apoſtles Com. 
mund) if the Revenuesof the Church 


are kept back from themby Your's, and 


other Sacrilegious Poſſeſſor's Means? 
Pl. I confeſs I caunot but begin to 
think that God will never proſper to 


ou, I can only ſay that you, with Aua 


XLVII. 


Pleonefes 
himſelf bes 


Future Generations what ſo plainly af gins to be 
pears to have been robbed. from him: reconcil'd io 


But what will the World ſay if | ſhould 


tate your foregoing Advice, and ſhould 


a Reſtitution: 
but fears the 


Talk of the 


reſtore to Gad what I cannot but think is World. 


moſt properly His ? 
Rom. xii. 13, 1 Tim. iii. 2. He 
XIII. 2. A 1. 8. 1 Pet. iv. 9. 
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XLVVIII. 


80 


Tim. Perhaps they might have you 


Thoie Fears jn Deriſion, and count your Life Mad- 


groundleis. 


XLIX. 
Pleone ges 
queſtions 
whether it 
was ever 


done. 


| 
Affirm'd in 
many In- 
ſtances. 


neſs, as the Author of the Book of 
+ Wiſdom ſpeaks of the Fools accounting 
the Righteoxs : But how little will that 
concern you who will * be zumbred a- 
mong the Children of God, and your Lot 
will be among the Saints : and as for the 
Beſt Part of the World, they would 
behold your good Example, and be en- 
clined to be led by it | 

Pl. But ſpould not I be the Firſt that 
ever reſtored ſuch Lands to their former 
Uſe? mg 1 TO 
110 If you were the Firſt I think 
it would be a glorious. Example for o- 
thers to follow; but you arc far from 
being the Firſt that has reſtored impro- 
priated Tithes to the Church from 
whence they were taken; for a Confir- 
mation of which, I refer you to a little 
Schedule preſixt to Sr. Henry Spelman's 


Book De non temerandis Ecclefiis, which 


gives an Account of the worth of that 

Treatiſe. 8 
Pl. But becauſe I may not have an 

Opportunity of ſeeing that Tract, le 


— 
— — 
_— Ü—— 
» ” 


— — — 


+ Wild. v. 3, 4: 


F V : - i 
1 eas d 


TER 


pleas d to give me the Names of a few 
there mentioned, together with the Im- 
propriations reſtord by them, 

Tim, I do earneſtly adviſe you ta 
buy the Book, which is of incomparable 
Worth (there being now the 6th i- 
tion extant, lately publiſhed ) where 

ou will find clear, and full Satisfaction 
of the Juſtice, as well as Piety, of re- 
ſtoring to God thoſe Tithes and Impro- 
priations. which have been alienated 
from him. However, I will comply with 
your Requeſt, and juſt give you the 
Names of ſome of the Reſtorers, to- 
gether with the Names of the Places, 


and Value of ſome of them. | 
iſt. Sir Henry Spelman of Norfolk, 


He himſelf having an Impropriation in from 8. 
his Eſtate ( viz. Middleton in Norfolk) Hen. Hel. 
he diſpoſed of it for the Augmentation *. 


or the Vicarage; and never kept hack 
any of the Rent to his own Uſe: and 
wanted only an Opportunity for pur- 
chafing the Impropriation of Cogham, 
to be added to the Miniiter there where 
himſelf was Lord, and Patron. 


LI 
2dly. Sir Ralph Hare, Knight of that The Sc 


County, upon reading Sir Henry Spel- 
mans Book De non temerandis Eccleſits, 
preſe ntly 


Ralpb Hare. 
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preſently reſtor'd a good Parſonage 
which he had in his Eſtate ; procuring 
Licence trom the King: and alſo gave 
the perpetual Advowlon to St. John's 
College in Cambridge, that his Heirs 
might not afterwards revoke his Grant. 


LI. zdly. Sir Roger Townſend, a Religi- 
The Third ons, and very learned Knight of great 
from Sir Eſtate in that County, reſtored three 


Rozer Town. 


ſend. Impropriations to the Church. 


IV. Athly. Sir William Dogiugt un, Knight 

— Fourth of Hampſhire, reſtored no leſs than Six 

3 Impropriations out of his own Eſtate. 

ingtow, do the full Value of 600 J. per Ann. and 
more. 

LV. thly. Richard Kyightly of North. 
The Fifth Hampton Shire, reſtored two Impro- 
2 riations Fanſiey and Preſton, being a 

— Perſon eminent for Piety, Charity, a 

Promoter of Learning, and great Re- 
ſpecter of the Clergy. 


LVI. 6rhly. The Right Honourable Bap- 
The Sixth #3 Lord Hicks, Viſcount Cambden , 
from TC reſtored and purchaſed many Improprla 
| tions to the Value of 2246 J. in all. 


I. He reftor'd one in Pembrookſhire, 
which coſt 460 1. | 


II. 
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II. One in Northumberland, which 


coſt 760 J. . ; 
11 One in Durbam, which coſt 2 
366 J. 


IV. Another in Dorſetſhire, which 
coſt 760 þ | 

Beſides many other Works of Piety 
and Charity, which owe their Foun- 
dation to him. Jp 


7thly. Mrs Elen Gulſton being poſ- LVII. 
ſeſſed of the Impropriate Parſonage of = — 
Bardwell in Suffolk, annexed it to the — w ow, 
Vicarage, and gave both freely thus an- | 

0 


nexed to St. John's College in Oxford. 


I have now complied with your Re- 
queſt; whereby you may clearly {ce the 
Holy Patterns ſet before you; who, as 
they reſtor'd to God, what was His, 
whulſt they lived here, ſo, no doubt but 
that They arc abundantly rewarded in 
his Heavenly Kingdom. | 
Pl. I have converſed with youſo Ing, L VIII. 
and heard ſo many probable Reaſons 2 Pleonelter ber 
reſtoring my Impropriation, and obſeryd ein & br w- 
fo many Perſons of Worth and Learning, ſtore his Im- 
that have reſtor d Impropriations, that propriation 
methinks 1 am at a Stand what to do, *o- 
1mm. Shall I adviſe you? 


_ Pl. 


. 


2 000 
Pl. Dll take your Advice provided it 
be agreeable. | 
Tim. I will give you the ſame as (by 
God's Bleſſing) I would follow my ſelf, 
and would give my Deareſt Relations. 
Pl. What is That ? 
E — Tim. The ſame as our 5 0 Sa- 
4: viour gave the Lawyer on another Ac- 
= _ "wy count * Go and 4% Thou likewiſe. 
Pl. And do you think that there are 
any that will hearken to your Advice? 
LX. 1:m. I hope in God there may: 
But withall However, Paul can only plant, Apollos 
r _ only water, but it muſt be God only 
God atone that can give the Encreaſe : God only 
that can in. that can inline the Hearts to work that 
cline him Which is good in his ſight : and I truſt 
wit. in Him that he will do it for the fake of 
their Souls hereafter, as well as of the 
Good of their Poſterity here. 3 
Pl. Do you think it then ſo dangerous 
a Matter to detain fuch Poſſeſſions ?.. 
LXI. Tim. Take the judgment and Ad- 
= J _ vice of the excellent Author of the 
Author of Whole Duty of Man (in ſeveral Places) 
che bole for my Anſwer: as in Sund. 11. Numb. 


Du Man * 1 T 
2 yo Me 14. where he ſays, Whetſoever is thus 
Lay- Po ———rↄ X — 
ſions of | 

Titbes and * Luke. „ 37. 

Offerings. 


ſet 


6258 9 
ſet apart (i. e. for SacRHD Usks) we 
look on with ſuch Reſpect, as not to 
dare to turn it to any other Uſe. Of this 
fort ſome are the Free-will Offerings of 
Men, who have ſometimes, of their own 
Accord, given ſome of their Goods or 
Land to this Holy Uſe ; and whatſoever 
is . ſo given, can neither by the Perſon 
that gave, nor any other, be taken away, 
without that great SINsf SACRILEGE. 
And further in Numb. 16. /t (that is, the 
entring on Lands that are Dedicated to ſa · 
cred Uſes) 7s another Manner of Robbery 
than we think of, it is a robbing of God, 
whoſe Service they were given to Main- 
tain: and that you may not doubt the 
Truth of this, it is no more than God him- 
ſelf hath ſaid of it. Mal. iii. 8. Will 
a Man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
me; yet ye ſay, wherein have we rob- 
bed thee ? In Tithes and Offerings. Here 
it is moſt plain, that, in God's Account, 
the withholding Tithes is a robbing of him. 
And if you pleaſe, you may, in the next 
Verſe, ſee what the Gain amounts to, 
Ye are Curſed with a Curſe: A Curſe # 
all is gotten by it; and common Expe- 
rience ſhews us, that God's Vengeance doth 
in a remarkable Manner, purſue this Sin 
of Sacrilege, whether it be that of with 
E baldine 


(26) 
bolding Tithes, or the other f ſeizing on 
thoſe Poſſeſſions, which have been Volun- 
tarily Conſecrated to God, Men think to 
enrich themſelves by it; bat it njually 
proves directly contrary; this unlawful 
Gain becomes ſuch a Canker in the Eſtate, 
2s often eats out even what we had a 
juſt Title to. And therefore if you love 
(I will not ſay your Souls, but) your 
Eſtates, preſerve them from that Danger 
by a ſtri#' Care never to meddle with 
anything ſet apart for Gad. 

LXII. Pl, Tou have abundantly anſwer d my 
A _—_— Queſtion; and ſeeing that moſt excellent 
dne Author talks of God's Vengeance purſu- 
FWeageance of ſuing this Sin in E. remarkable Manner, 
Ged has e. Pray have there any viſible Signs of 
ver follow Gog's Vengeance befallen any Poſeſſors 
fuc * of ſuch Lands in thi Vorld? ; 

LXW. * Tim. *Tis difficult to pry into the 
— infinite Wiſdom of God, why ſuch Ca- 
dug nin lamities have befallen ſuch or ſuch Fa- 

Genera: milies; but my Heart bleeds to tell you, 

that of the ſmall Knowlege that I have 
of ſuch Families, I know not One where 
there does not appear a Finger of Pro- 
vidence in ſeveral conſiderable Circum. 
ſtances, either of untimely Ends, or 
ſtrange Accidents happening to them; 


( 27) 

or of extinguiſhing the Families; or of 
Misfortunes of Children ; or of dying 
Childleſs; or of being in continual 
Want of Money; or of loſing or ſquan- 
dering away their Eſtates, and ſeveral 
other Things too long and too formida- 
ble to be mentioned. | 
Pl. But I have known of ſome few LXIV. 
Families who have been Poſſeſſurs of ſuch Sone few \f 
Eſtates, who have in Appearance proſ- — 1 
Per d well enough; th I muſt confeſs I proſper, bu: 
can ſay otherwiſe of other ſome, and in- more ac 
deed, many more. ogy 
Tim. I Divine not into the Infinite — — 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, but on- LXV. 
ly hope, that thoſe on whom no viſible Owing only 
Vengeance has hitherto happen'd, will — 12 
in Love and Gratitude Reſtore to God, ye... 
what is juſtly H IS, leſt his Wrath and Long- 
{ſhould be Reſerved for tlictn, *till the laſt Suffering of 
Day: Seriouſly conſidering that Saying Go" ear 
of the Holy * Pfalrmiſt, When the Wicked Sarrilegious 
ſpri as the Graſs , and | when all the da proſper. 
Workers of Iniquity do Flouriſh: It i 

that they may be Deſtroy d forever. 

Pl. Is not your Caſuiſtry too ſevere ? 


_ — — — 8 — __Kk___— 


L—— 


* 
. 


® Of. xcij. 3. 
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LXVI. Tim. Wherein conſiſts the Severity of 
This way of my Caſuiſtry it wha is God's be rettor'd 
— — to him? And it it be not, how is the 
ſtirxtion be Command of our Bleſſed Saviour ob- 
made to ſerv'd, who Commands us to render to 
= God what i God's; I know no Me- 
Foſſeſſers dium betwixt Juſtice, and Injſtice, and 
vuilty as the NO Difference betwixt the firſt Alie- 
Alienator:, nators of T1THES, and I MPROPRI 4- 


TIONS, and the preſent Continuers of 


SEU their Fact. — 
II. Pl. But am all our Diſcourſe you 
— — her Dave not het —.— any Account of the 
enquir'd in- Original of Tithes, how they came to be 
eo (prov d 7eckow'd as God's, and bis Miniſter s Due. 
— . Tim. I have not, becauſe that Queſti- 
xvi on was not Started before; and as I 
Sir Hen. Spe. NOW think my Self the moſt Unworthy, 
man gives an tO take ſuch an Important Subject in 
Account of Hand, ſo I think that there are but 
Leak B. very few, that will be thought Worthy, 
zemerandis after ſo great a Maſter of Learning, 
Eceleſis. and fo accurate an Hiſtorian, as Sir 
Henry Spelman, who has Treated ex 
Profeſſo of this Subject, in the Book juſt 
now mention d, which I advis'd you to 
get : To which there is prefixt an ex. 
cellent Preface by his Son. 
| Pl, By your Recommendation then IT 
will get the Book . ( Spelman De non 
| temerandis 


C 29:3 


emerandis Eccleſiis) and will ſuppoſe 


that Book to contain your Opinion and 


Directions. 

Tim. I defire nothing more: But 
then will you reſolve to follow the Di- 
rect ions of that Book, provided that 
by the Clearneſs of it's Arguments, and 


the Accuracy of it's Reaſoning, you 


ſhall receive full Conviction. 


Pl. By the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace „LXIX. 
eoneFtes 


+ 
Body. and my Pofterity into the Hands of E : 


GOD, than be inthe leaſt found Guilty man's Ad- 
of jo henious a Sin as Sacrilege at the ccc. 


Iwill, and will much rather chuſe to ven- 
ture my Eſtate, and truſt my Soul, my 


laſt great Day. 
Tim. Well, PleoneFes, be the Con- 


the Almighty, that | find your Mind fo 


but after you have Accurately weighed 
the Arguments of the Book Recommen- 
ded to you, you will be inclined to 
reſtore to God what 1s HIS, but has been 
ſo long kept from him: But one thing 
tet me Conjure you to do before we part, 
which you will not be inclin'd to do, 
unleſs forwarned. 
Pl. Pray what is that? 


Pl. 


LXX. 


ſequence as pleaſeth God, Thanks be to — q 
free from Sacrilege : and I doubt not, — ws 


LXXI. 
A Caution 
to Pleonettes. 


EXXI 
V 'coneHes 
returns 
Thanks for 
the Caution. 


LX XIII. 
PleeneFe; re 
ſolves to fol- 
low the 
Dictates of 
his own 
Conſcience, 
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Tim. As you have now Poſſeſſion 
of a fair Eſtate, take care that you Read 
not with a Biaſs, and I dae accordin 
to your Deſire: but ſo Read, and fo 
Judge, as tho? you were to be c ld be- 
tore the Tribunal of Almiglity God the 
next Day, to receive yuur Reward 
according to your Deeds. 

Pl. 1thank von good Timotheus, for 
this Advice : and, by the Bleſſing of God, 
Þll follow your Direttions, for what 
would it Profit me, if I could gain (or 
keep) the whole World, if I ſhould loſe 
my own Soul by jo doing. 

Tim. You Argue rightly : and ac- 
cording to this good Spirit that has now 
Infpir'd you to Argue ſo much like a 
Chriſtian, ſo reſolve to proceed upon 
full Conviction ; and reſolve that neither 
your Deareſt Relations, nor the Argu- 
ments of thoſe Friends (if I may ſo call 
your greateſt Enemies who would per- 
ſwade you to keep God's Yoſſefſhons any 
jonger, ſhall have any Influence upon 

ou. 

Fl As no Friend can be as dear to 
me as my own Soul, ſo, by the * 
God, ſhall no one diſſwade me from being 
Inſirumental in it's 3 ; uy 1 
1 on an Impartial Enquiry (as 

. 
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confeſs I am inclin'd to believe 1 ſhall, 
from what 'we have already Diſcourſed + 
of) that I have been in the leaſt Guilty of 
Sacrilege: I will reſolve by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Almighty God, to reſtore him 
what is his own, and to beg him that 
the ſhort Poſſeſſion of it, which I have 
already had, may not be laid to my 
Charge. 
n T will therefore leave you to LXXIV. 
the Inſtructions of Sr. Henry Spelman, ren bens 
and fo take my leave of you. 3 

Pl. But one Word more, good Timo- [ ave. 
theus, before we part: Since you were LXXV. 
plearfd to enter into this Diſcourſe with P. — 
me, before I read any other, I defire to Co 
have a little more Converſation with tion. 
you concerning this weighty Affair, on 
which, by all that I have hitherto ga- 
ther'd by your Diſcourſe, the Salvation 
of my Soul in a great Meaſure depends. 

1im. I could heartly wiſh, that the 
Matter were leſs Dangerous than I ima» 
gine it to be, as well for your Sake, as 
for the Sake of Thouſands of others: 
The Searcher of Hearts knows that I 
deſire nothing more than (according to 
his Fxample) to eaſe Afflicted Conſci- 
ences, and nothing leſs than to add to 
their heavy Load: and if- any Conſci- 
. ence 


LXXVI. 
Trmthenus 


© ;Þ, 


ence ſhould be troubled on this Account, 
what Eaſe can it expect to find, till ir 
has reſftor'd to God hut is his own ? 

Pl. Js there no other Method to be 
taken. \ 
Tim. What Method for Robbery 


pref” hut Reſtitution ? And God himſelt has 


EXLVIT. - 
And the fa- 
ta! Conle- 


quences of 


Pronounced the taking away his Tithes 
and Offerings to be + Robbing of him, (as 
I have already obſerv d) what other Me- 
thod therefore 'can there be more cer- 
tainly taken to appeaſe the Wrath of 
an injur'd God, than the Reſtitution of 
thoſe Tithes and Offerings to him a- 
ain. Wei 
x Pl. But ſuppoſing Reſtitution ſhould 
uat he made, what can we ſuptoſe the 
Conſequence may be? Wed d 
1imm Look upon the next Verſe 
and Anſwer your felt, where you may 
Read, * Te are Curſed with i Curſe, for 


neglecking e haue Robbed me. 


it. 
LXXVIII. 


asks Ti mo- 
theauss Op 


nin in ſame 


Fl. Pardon me, good Timotheus, if 
I take the Liberty to at you a few more 
Queſtions relating to this moſt important 
i- Affair : pray give me your further Opi- 


8 
* — 


— L—— — 
— 


| 1 Mal. iii. 8. 
. Mal. Tre 9. 


ion 
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Opinion in ſome Points, which Iſball en- LXXIX 


qutire of you. 


-Timotbeus 
anſwerswith 


Tim. Such as it is, you ſhall have it precaution. 


with all my heart; with this Precaution, 
that if ſuch an inconſiderable Perfon, as 
your Timat heus is, can give you any 
Shadow of Arguments, you would thence 
conclude that if any more Learned or Ju- 
dicious Perſon had the Management of 
the Subject, he would have given you 
more weighty and ſolid Reaſons, accor- 
ding to his Worth and Learning. 

] have read, Timotheus, (tb I 
have hitherto too little regarded) that 
Pearl muſt not always be caſt before 
Swine : but that things of an inferiour 
Nature may be more beneficial for them, 

Tim. Obſerving the Diſpoſition of 
your Mind by this Expreſſion, I will an- 
{wer you (according to my weak Abili- 
to) any thing that you ſhall inquire 

me. | 

Pl. How then came the Tithes, in the 
Beginning, to be accounted God's, and his 
Miniſters due ? 


Lxxx. 


Tim, When God divided the Land The 0rigizaq 

| , of Tubes, .. 

— ůP —ͤ ä (— | — — vroving that 
= = the 

Gift of 61, 

not of Man. 


F to 


= $ ® 4 
Thu Gitr 
never to be 
Aiſanull' d: 
and why. 
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to the Children of Iſtael, the Levites 
were not permitted to he Sharers in the 
Diviſion, but the Children of Iſrael were 
commanded to pay the Tenth part of All 
ts the Levites for the Service which the 
Levites did Him: So hat this is no 
Gift of the Children of Iſrael to the Le- 
vites, but the Reſervation of Cod Him. 
ſelf, given by Him to his Miniſters, as 
you may ſee in the Book of f Numbers, 


| when ye take { ſays God to the Levites) 


of the Chi dren of r. ei the Tit hes which [ 

ave given you J r your Inheritazce, then 
&c. He therefore that incroaches upon 
the Tithes incroaches upun that which 
God has reſerv'd to himielf, 

Pl But was this Reſervation of God 
for the Levites Portion never to be diſ- 
anulÞa by any other Authority? © 

Tim. You know very well that we are 
commanded in * Deuteronomy neither to 
add to the Word of God, nor diminifh from 
it; and if ſo, then as no Inferior can 
diſpenſe with the Laws of his Superior, 


+ Numbers, XVIII. 26. * Deut. XII. 32. 
fo 
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ſo no Man can diſpenſe with the Laws 
of God; and, if not, then do the Tithes 
Rill remain God's Due. 

Pl. Do you think then that Command 
to be of perpetual Obligation ? 

Tim. I will anſwer you by asking you 
one Queſtion : Pray io what end were 
the Tit hes given at firſt to the I evites? 

Pl. For their Maintenance doubtleſs : 
that ſo they might be able ts follow their 
High Callug wholly, and not be diſtract᷑- 
ed with the Affairs of the World. 

Tim, As therefore they were at firſt LXXX11. 
given for the Maintenance of thoſe who Clearly pro- 
miniſtred in Holy Offices, and God clear- 57,9 
ly firefaw that That Miniſtry was never 
to ceaſe ; ſo our own reaſon tells us that 
toe Reward ought to be as laſting as the 
Office; ſeeing as Then, fo Still, The 
Labourer is wort hy of his Reward: And, 
as I aid before, as the Reward was ſet 
by God Himſelf, ſo no Humane Autho- 
ricy can, without the Breach of God's 
Laws, dimiaiſh from it. 

Pl. Were any of the Antient Fathers, 
or more modern Divines, of this Opinion ? LXXXIII. 

Tim. I know not one Father Is 
a Contrary Opinion: but all as it were Rs al 
Otory boo, that is, inſpir 4 by God bim- Modern Di- 
ſelf, — agree in this Opinion : 

202 7 ;ofamucl 
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v 4-broſs, inſomuch as that St.* Ambroſe, St. + An- 
Sermon 33 guſtine, St. % Gregory, & many others do 
—_— 55. > confidently denounce the Vengeance of 
12. * God, and Hell- fire to be the proper Lot 
Cath. Con- and Portion of all thoſe. who either de- 
verſat. & detajn the Tithes, or do not reſtore them 
Cor: :5 after they have been taken away. 
219. And as for our Modern Divines; 
J Grezory The greateſt, beſt, and moſt judicious 
Hom. 16. in of them do entiicly agree with the an- 
rang. tient Fathers in this Caſe ; of which I can 
give You many Inſtarices, but ſhall not 
be too tedious : However as an Earneſt 
of the great Number that 70 be al- 
leged, I will mention only T wo of as 
Learned, and Pious, as ever the Eng- 
liſh Nation bred : and thoſe arc, the 
11diczous Bp. Sauderſon, and the incom- 
parable Dr. Hammond, 

As, fir Dr. Hammond; You may ſee 
his Opinion of it in his * Practical Ca- 
techiſm, under the head of Swearing : 
and as I cannot imagine that You can 
be without that excellent Book, fo I 
will leave lus Words to be Read by your 
ſelf, left I ſhould be tco troubleſome. . 

As for Ep. Sanderſon: Becauſe his 
Diſcourſes are leſs common, I will pro. 


— 


—— — — ” — 


Lib. I. Seck. VI. 


dute- 
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duce You his own words, which I hope 
You will acknowledge concluſive againſt 
all ſacrilegious Lay- Poſſeſſors of Tithe 
and Offerings which have been Dedica- 
ted to God. 
His words are theſe. 

« Wouldſt thou then Brother, (ſais t he) + germ. 111. 
« leave thy Lands and thy Eſtate to thy ad Pop. Sect. 
« Child, entire and free from Incum- 33: 
« brances? It is an honeſt care: but here is 
« the way. 4Abſtineas igitur damnantis; ¶ Juvenal 
Leave them free from the guilt of thy Sat. 14- 
« Sins, which are able to cumber 
« them beyond any Statute or Mort- 
« gage. If not the Bond ot God's Law, 
« if not the care of thine own Sou if 
& not the tear of Hell, if not the inward 
« checks of ' thine own Conſcience : 
4 + At peccaturo obſtet tibi filius in- Juvenal 
« fans, at the leaſt the good of thybat 14. 
poor ſweet- Infants reſtrain thee from 
« doing that ſin, which might pull down 
4 from Heaven a Plague upon them and 
« theirs. Go to then, do not applaud 
thy ſelf in thy witty villanies, when 
4 thou halt circumvented and proſpered ; 
& when * Abab like thou haſt killed and 
taken Poſſeſton, when thou hart” 


— — — i "I „ 
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4 larded thy leaner revenues with fat 
* Collops ſucrilegiouſty cut out of the 
« ſides or flanks of the Church; & haſt 
& nail'd all theſe with all the appurte- 
« nances, by Fines and Vouchers, and 
& Extails, as firm as Law can make 
them, to thy Child, and his Child, and 
4 his Child Child, forever. After all 
&« this ſtir, caſt up thy Bills, and ſee what 
« a pgoodly bargain thou haſt made: 
“ thou haſt damn'd thy ſelf, to undo thy 
« Child; thou haft brought a Curſe 
upon thine ows Soxl, to purchaſe that 
« for thy Child, which ſhall bring a 
« Curſe upon it and him. n 
« thy Indentures were drawn, and thy 
« learned Counſel fee d to ſe the In- 
« {trument, and with exact ſeverity to 
« poxder it with every _ and ſyllable. 
| © therein; could none of you Spy a 
« faw in that Clauſe [with all and 
« fingular th Appurtenanuce ] neither ob - 
© ſerve, _ 3 A. 
« upon th crity, together with thy 
« Eſtate, Aa wth — vengeance uw 
« curſe of God, which is one of thoſe, 
« Appurtenances? Hadſt thon not a. 
« faithful Counſellor within thine on 
« Breaſt, it thou wouldſt but have con · 
5 ferr'd and advis d with him 2 


an 
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* -& undiſſemblingly, that could have told 
** thee, thou hadſt by thy Oppreſſion and 
* Injuſtice, ipjo atto, cut off the en- 
" tail from thy Iſue, even long before 
* thou hadſt made it? But it thou n 
vuouldſt leave thy Pyeritya firm, and 2 
ſecure, and durable Eſtate, do this — 
* rather: Purchaſe for them by thy 71e, x16. 
22 * the Prayers and = vom 

and Bleffings of the ; ſettle upon 48 

them the Cuts of ** be 22 
and heneſt Education, bequeath them re. 
the Legacy of thy good example, in all- —_— 
4 virtuous and godly living : and that Sl 
* Portion thou leaveſt them beſides, of Chryſ. 1 
* earthly things, be it much or little, 2b. Hom. 2. 
* beſureit be well * gotten; otherwiſe ee 


never look it ſhould proſper with them. 
4 + Alittle leaven — the whole — ca 
Lump, and ſowreth it: and a littie dren, get 
il gotten, like a Gargreae, ſpreadeth —_ jull'yg 
* through the whole Eſtate; and worſe xk _— 
than aua fortis, or the poiſon'd ſhirt main firm. 
that Deianira gave Hercules cleuveth but theythar 
® untoit and ſeedeth upon it: and hy re no: _ 
little and little gnaweth, and fretteth quick Cor 
'* and conſumeth it to nothing. And repe and 
ſurely. K, dice bath wonder. Moulder 24 
fully manifeſted itſelf unto the World v 


: in this kind, ſometimes even unto the y. Fs 


** publick 


1 . 
« publick Aſtoniſnment and A dmiration 
„of all Men: that Men of ancient 
& Families and great Eſtates; well left 
* by their Anceſtors, and free from 
« Debts, Legacies, or other Encum- 
% brances; not wtedly guilty of any 
e expenceful Sia or vanity, but wary, 
„and husbandly, and careful to thrive 
« in the World; not kept ander with 
« any great burden of needy Friends, 
« or charge of Children, not much 
« hindred by any extraordinary lofſes, 
« or caſualties of Fire, Thieves, Saretifhip, 
« or Sutes: that ſuch Men, I fay, ſhould 
« vet fink and decay, and run behind- 
« in the World, and their Eſtates 
« crumble & moulder away, and come to 
4 nothing, and no Man kgoweth how, 
No Queſtion, but they have Sin: 
« enough of their own to deſerve all this 
* and ten times more than all this: but 
« yet withal, who knoweth but that 
« it might, nay who knoweth not that 
« ſometimes it doth (ſo legible now and 
then are God's Judgments) come upon 
them tor the greedineſs and avarices 
4 and oppreſſion, and ſacrilege, and in- 
e j/tice of their not long foregoing Ance- 
fers? You that are Parents, take heed 
of theſe Sins, It may be, for ſome 
* other 


( 41) 
4 other Reaſons beſt known to himſelf, 
© God faffereth you to go on your own 
« Time, and ſſpendeth the Judgments 
4 your Sins have deſerved, for a Space, . _.. 
« 25 * here he did Abal's upon his Hu- . r. 
« miliation : But be aſſur'd, ſooner or 
& later, Vengeance will overtake you or 
« yours for it. You have || coveted any Hab. ii. 9. 
« evil Covetouſneſs to your Houſe : And 
there hangeth a Judgment over your 
« Houſe for it, as Razz in Clouds; which 
« perhaps in your Sons, perhaps in your 
« Grang-child's Days, ſome Time or o- 
« ther, will come daſhing down upon it, 
« and overwhelm it. Think not the Vis 
« fion is for many Deſcents to come, 


De malt queſitis vix gaudet tertius 
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« ſeldom doth the + third, ſcarce evert F. 
« the fourth Generation paſs, before God 
« viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon the 
« Children: if he do not in the very 
4 next Generation. 
Pl. Are the Lands then, that have 
been once devoted to God, never to be 
alienated to Secular Uſes? C 
Tim. You may learn from Leviti- teu. vii. 
cus, that no devoted Thing that a Mn © 
Ni we | G ſhall 


| (42) 
LXXXIV. ſhall devote unto the Lord, of all that he 
FromeheS hath, both of Man and Beat, and of the 
Field of his Poſſeſſion, ſhall be ſold or re- 
deemed; (much leſs taken away, be 
cauſe) every devoted Thing i mof! holy 
unto the Lord: None devoted, which ſhall 
be devoted of Men, ſhall be redeemed. To 
which you may add that Saying of St. 
® gaſ. Ceſar. * Baſil : 1) At draht md Org vis an 
in Reg. bree J d&rSp0217nv yphavr FAxey, &þks, x; aJoaus]orr 
vior. Re- which imports as much as this, viz. It 
3 ungodly and moil audacious Thing to 
ne 33. reli That to Common and Humane U- 
ſes, which has been once ſeparated to 
God's peculiar — 
PI. By your Way uing, not on 
Tithes and — dhvruua . to he 
reſtor'd to their former Uſes, but alſo 
Reſtitution ought to be made of the Lands 
belonging to Abbeys, Monaſteries, Pri- 
ories, and all other Religious Places. 


—. — * . Tim, Our firſt Diſcourſe was only con- 

noe bo cerning Tithes and Impropriations ; but 

ought to be if every devoted Thing is moft holy unto 

reitored to the Lord, and NoNe ought to be ſold 

mediare er. Of redeemed, (much leſs extorted) ought 

vice. not the Lands of this Sort alſo to be 
included? | 


— doubtleſs there was ſufficient 


— uM Cauſe iu the Reign of K, H.V for con- 
3 verting 
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verting the Revenues 1 thoſe Places to _— = 
Secular Lies; otherwiſe it wonld never 1;o,mmim 
have been done; and if there was found for the Good 
to be ſufficient Cauſe, the Legiſlative Au- of the — 
thority did not do amiſs in demoliſhing momwealth. 
thoſe Places, whoſe Buſineſs it is in all Pla- 
ces to take care Ne quid detrimenti Res 
publica capiat. 

Tim. But I hope that you will grant LXXXVIL 
me, that the following Maxim ought, Week 
in a great meaſure, to take place 3 


Juſtitia, ruat Calum: Whoreſoever there- — — : 


fore the Lands that have been devoted Preſervation _ 


to pious Uſes, and have been afterwards of _ — 
extorted to ſecular, have not been im. 1 of God, 
ploy'd as much to the Advancement of & the Kdifi 
God's Glory, and the Edification of his cation of his 
Church, after the Alienation as before, Church. 
there you will eaſily grant, that Injuſtice 
is done to God himſelf : Firſt, By con- 
verting to Secular Uſes thoſe Lands that 
were devoted to him, and fo robbing 
him of his Tithes and Offerings: And, 
Secondly, By detaining fuch Lands, 
whereby he is 'conſequently robb'd of 
his Honour and Glory, 

Pl. But if the Legiſlative Authority 
— that too great a Diſadvantage 
would accrue to the State, by permitting: 
thoſe Religious Houſes to ſtand, was it 
not well done to deſtroy them? 

G 2 Tim. I 
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LXXXVIN Ti, I find no Fault in the Statute of 
3 09" Mortmain, which hindred any more 
ed to have Lands to have been given to thoſe Pla- 
been to the ces which were for the moſt part ſuffici- 
Diſedvantateently endow'd; but after ſuch Houſes 
lick. had been erected for pious Uſes, and a 

Competency of Lands either purchaſed 
or given ro ſuch Uſes, and the Reve- 
nues of ſuch Lands accordingly im- 
ploy'd to ſuch Uſes, I cannot fee how 
the Alienators of them from ſuch pious 
Uſes, and converting of them to Uſes 
les pious, can excuſe themſelves from 
the Guilt of Robbing the Pious of their 
Maintenance, and conſequently GOD 
of his Worſhip :' And as the Strength 
of a King, or the Welfare of the Re- 
blick, conſiſts not fo much in the 
Jumber and Greatneſs, as in the G. 
xeſs, of the People, ſo I cannot imagine 
how any Diſadvantage could liave ac- 
crued to the King, or. how the Repub- 
lick could have been more advanced, 
(in their better Part at leaſt) than by 
having permitted thoſe Lands to have 
continued to the Uſe; ef Edification.in 
Religion, and in exercifing charitable 
Deeds, to which they were at firſt de- 


mry 7 | 
Pt. But the King wanted the Wealth 


of thoſe Religious Houſes for his Publick 


Uſe. 

"Tim, Allowing that: Is it lawful for FAX: 
any to rob G 5 for the ſake of pro in greater 
viding for the Common-wealth; or to Want of Mo- 
oppreſs the Publick for the Good of the hoh after he 
Publick ? Or was it likely that God the Revo 
would proſper ſuch ill-gotten Wealth to nues of the 
the Publick? Was King Henry VIII. Religions Hou- 
ever the richer for all his great Wealth/ethan before 
thus gotten? Was he not, before he 

n the Diſſolutions, as wealthy a 
Prince as any? And, after the Diſſo- 
lutions, as much ſtraighten'd as any? 


Have you never any thing like 
this? % Thev 1 | 
Pl. I confeſs, I have. 2) 
n | XC. 
Tin. And if you will but make your hw acid 


Remarks upon both the Alienators of1,coueni- 

thoſe Lands and the Receivers of them, encies attend 

from the Diſſolution to this Time, — the Lay Poſ- 

will ſee ſtrange Inſtances of extinQ Fa- Cr, of 

milies, and of Diſcontent and Scarcity © * 

in very many of the preſent Poſſeſſors 

ol them. 

0 yo Cas you give me any Inſtances of 

thi? © F 

Tim. What think you of K. ez. VIII. ada in 

himſelf, who, if Hiſtory does not miſ- K. Hen. Vill. 
N inform himſelf. 
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inform us, had Wives enough to have 

left behind him a numerous _— 

and yet his Family all extinct in Q. Eli- 

zabeth. I could give you abundance of 

Inſtances of this preſent Age; but that 

being odious to be mentioned (tho? I 

gave an Hint of it before) I wave it; 

XCc1it. but beſeech all the Poſſeſſors of Impro- 
An Exhorta-priations, as they love their Souls, as 
tion to a Re. they love their Poſterity, as they deſire 
ferxtion 97. the Temporal as well as the Eternal 
derations. Welfare of Themſelves and Families, 
to uſe all poſſible Means, both by Ex- 

ample in their own Praftice, and b 
Perſwaſion of others, never to meddle 

with any Thing dedicated to God, and 

to perſwade thoſe to a Reſtitution who. 

have : and do heartily beſeech them all 

to conſider and obſerve whether no no- 

table Misfortune have befallen their Fa- 

milies, whether (according to your own 


Confeſſion of your own Circumſtances 
in the Beginning of our Diſcourſe) tho? 


they may have large Eſtates, yet, they 
are not very often ſcanty of Money, 
they know not by what means? Whe- 
ther their Families are Ir (as 
you own'd yours likely to be)? Whe- 
ther none of 'em have come to untimely 
Ends (as both you and myſelf, know. 


very 
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very well)? Or, when they come to 
die, whether their Conſciences do not 
grieve them that they have, for ſo long 
a Time, liv'd upon the Effects of the 
Robbery of Him to whom alone they 
can appeal for an Interceſſion for the 
Forgiveneſs of their Sins? 

Pl. I confeſs, your A uments, good 
Timotheus, 0 be ſomething moving; 
and am able to e ſeveral Families 
in which ſome or all pr 
ces have happened: And I — 
that has eſcaped ſome one or other of th 
Judgment. 

im. — —— the Family of — 
now in Pro perity. th 
ieee 

Im. An that 11 nitance you 
may judge of 2 Vengeance of God 
upon Sacrilege, and his Love and Blef- 
ſing upon the Haters of it. 

Pl. How ſo by Are others ſacrilegious 
by being * ors of Tithes, Impro- 

priations, and Abby Lands, and yet that 
Nami a 'Poſeſſor if Jonedf as; and 
they not ſacrilegious? 

Timo. They are Poſſeſſors of ſuch , 
Lands, and yet not ſacrilegious. e 

Pl. Now, if Thomas Aquinas, Scotus, ſ. qr of Char. 
and all the Schale. Aer fut together, and Land: not ſax 

Suarez H 


— 2 
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Suarez 2 15 can diſtinguiſh between 
Sacrilege and Sacrilege; and make ap- 
four to me bow ſome Poſſeſſors of Tithes, 
mpropriations , ad Abby-Lands, as 
Lay-Eſtates, are guilty of Sacrilege, and 
other Poſjeſſors of ſuch Lands are not 
guilty of Sacrilege, I will freely reſign 
my Impropriation. 
Tim. And if I do not prove it to you 
in this Inſtance, I will perſwade you to 


It. 
Pl. Cas you produce any Arguments ? 
Tim. You are well ae with 
that Family ; are you not? 
Pl. I am; tho not ſo well as you. 
Tim. That I perceive; becauſe, tho? 
may know their Perſons, yet I 
— both their Perſons and their 
row z . I make the Diſtin- 
ion : For tho' they are, at preſent, 
Poſſeſſors Go 1080 3 , and conſe- 
quentl rilegious in Appearance, ac- 
— to the Reaſoning of the Holy 
Scriptures, Primitive Chriſtians, Fathers, 
Councils, and moſt Modern Divines, 
et they having a full Intention to re- 
Hore thoſe Lands to their former Uſe, as 
ſoon as God ſhall give them an Oppor- 


tunity of ſo doing; and, as an earneſt 


of ſuch Intentions, do lay up the Reve- 
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nues of ſuch Lands, at preſent, to be 
beſtowed in charitable and pious Uſes, 
I make no doubt but that the - 
rd5ns, the Searcher of all Hearts, will, 
by no means, impute the Sin of Sa- 
crilege to them; but, that as he has, 
ſo he will proſper them in all their Pro- 
ceedings, and ſend his Bleſſing on them, 
and their Poſterity; ſeeing, by lay- 
ing up the Revenues of ſuch Lands 
to pious Uſes, as I before obſerved, 
they have already reſtored thoſe Lands 
in their Iztentions, (and in the Sight 
of God) tho they are not capable at 
* of doing it in the Sight of Man. 
not? 


Tim. ſe they are ſo ſettled, at 
preſent, and ſo conveyed, that it is at 
preſent impracticable: But a few Years 
will make it otherwiſe. 


Pl. I acknowledge the Reaſon to be xcv. 
good, and am entirely of your Opinion The Reaſon · 
that they will nat be accounted Sa-""8, — 
crilegious in the _= God, nor in Hd. 


the Opinion of all thoſe who know 
their Intentions. 

Tim. Now therefore you being, by 
your own Confſeſſion, convinced how 
thoſe preſent Poſſeſſors of Tithes, Im- 
Propriations, and Abbey"Lands, are not 

4 H guilty 
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guilty of Sacrilege, and how other Fol 
ſeſſors of ſuch Lands are guilty, I hope 
ou will not be backward in perform- 
ing your Promiſe. 

Pl. What Promiſe? 

Tim. That which you juſt now made; 
which was, that if you conld be con- 
vinced how ſome Poſſeſſors of ſuch Lands 
were guilty of Sacrilege, and other Poſ- 
ſeſſors of ſuch Lands were not guilty 
of Sacrilege, that you wonld refign your 

mpropriation : For the former of which 
ou were willing to be concluded by the 
oly Scriptures, Fathers, Councils, and 
the beſt Divines; and the latter you 
have confeſs'd with your own Mouth. 
* = I mo —* acknowledge the 
rut W ay: ; 

Tin, And ＋ do aſſure you that 
I have ſtudied Brevity ; and have not 
produc'd the Hundredth Part of the 
Arguments that might have been pro- 
duced on this weighty Affair. 

XCvI. . Pl. I cannot but confeſs, good Timo- 
FleoneBes in- theus, that upon theſe few Arguments, 
clin'd to re-. n 
done bis . which you haue produced, I am inclin d 
— rather to reſtore my Im iation 0 

its former Uſe, than to keep it to the 

Uſe of my Family, which will moſt cer- 

tainly never proſper long — 
2 mo 
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moft juſtly belongs to God, and his 
Miniſters. | 

Tim. As I told you before, ſo I ſay 
again, that T will not pretend to di- 
vine into the Judgements and Ven- 
geance of Almighty God; but if you 
will but look into the + Preface to 5 * -_ 
that Book which I advis'd you to get, He nonftem. 
you will there perceive an Obſervation Eccleſ. p. 23 
made, that if you would bit ——_ 24 
you would find very few of the Fa- 
milies (among the many Thouſands, in 
England who enjoy their Sacrilegious 
Poſſeſſions of Abbeys and Impropriati- 
ons beyond the 68th Tear, very many XCVII. 
that hold them not half the Time, and Strange In- 
none almoſt but with ſome notable Miſ {ey-oiGeas 
fortune. Strange * Inſtances of which p 


a N Poſſeſſors of 
there obſerve in the Fami- Church Landi. 


by of Will 

y of William the Conqueror, of whoſe 0 p- 20. 21. 
Family almoſt all came to untimely" Cuil. 
Deaths, from Himſelf to his Sons; and in Va. the 
from them to their Sons: Three of Conqueror. 
which were ſlain in the New Forreſt, | 
which was made by raſing + 36 Mo- t lb. p. 20. 
ther-Churches in Hampſpire : And both 


Himſelf and his Family all extin& 4 


in the 68th-Year. 
Pl. Can you give any other Inſtan- 


f | 
© . 2 Tim, 


«a 
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Tim. Too many (the injur'd God 
knows): If I ſhould a I ſhould 
not know where to end, both from 
ancient Hiſtory, and late Obſervation : 
Iwill only give you two or three In- 
ſtances more, and leave you to the 
reſt from your own Reading and Ob- 


ſervation. 
k A Obſerve in the ſame + Preface a- 
In K . gain: (K. Jobs rifling and attemp- 


ting to car Nw the Wealth of 
te the Abbeys of Peterborough and Croy- 

« 2 among other Churches, from 
„ Lynn to Lizcols, and the Carriage 


ſſing the Waſhes, the Earth open- 
« a alben de it u 82 
8 Treafure, | Spoils and Re 


<< lities, — bo Church-Spo 
« ſwallowed up with it, not one — 


© to bring the King Word: And a — 
„ Sickneſs, together with chis dreadful 


News, was faid to put a Period to 


* * Marſhall, Earl of P 
Ibid. * n. ar em- 
C 2 I? War force- 


In WM. Mar- (c 
1 « ably —— of Furnes 
— 8 two Manours — his Church, 


bis Family. The Biſhop excommunicates Hi 
and foretold that his Name ſhould 


in the next Generation be forgot: 
L Accordingly 
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« Accordingly all his 5 Sons, in the 
« Space of 25 Years, inherit his Earl- 
“ dome ſucceſſively, and all die child- 
« leſs: See the Biſhop's Words. [| Ib. p. 26. 

I'll now paſs by K. Hen. VIII. (al- 
ready mentioned) Pope + Clement VII. f P. 35. 
Cardinal * Wool), and many others: * p. 31. 
which to {et n all would make 
a Porch bigger than an Houſe (ſays . 
Mr. Clement + Spelman in this Pre f p. 45. 
face) and mention but one more v 
well worth your Obſervation , whic 
He mentions from Reynerus, who p. 44- 
tells us (ſays He) that & at the Difſu- Cl. 
« lution K. Hen. VIII. divided Part of in Givers e- 
the Church Spoils among 260 Gen- particularly 
4 tlemen of Families in one Part of in one worth 
« Exglaud, and at the ſame time Thomas obſervation. 
« Duke of Norfolk rewarded the Ser- 
* vice of 20 of his Gentlemen with 
« the Grant of 40 l. per Aunum out of 
“ his own Inheritance; and that, while 
« not 60 of the 260 which received the 
« Sacrilegious Gift of the King had a 
« Son inheriting his Father's Eſtate, 
« every one of the 20, which had re- 
« ceived the Land from the Duke which 
« was not Sacrilegiouſly taken away, 
4 had a Son of his own Loins flouriſh- 
3 
| wiat 
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ean we expect leſs from all Sacrilegious 
Invaders upon Tithes, Impropriations, 
and Religious Houſes (whoſe Lands 
v»Fſ;. vi. 12, Were devoted to God's Service) but that 
Cl. according to & Eſra, God that hath cauſ- 
God re Fa his Name to "_ _ _ - 
Aion o de ffroy all Kings People that ſha 
. Put to their Hand to = and — 
of Ch. Landi. ſtroy the _ God ? | 
Pl. Methin 70 * — 
1 aying, with the Aut the Boo 
f 2 177 Hike, that theſe are — 
„ worthy of God: But have you any 
Reaſon to imagine that thoſe Judgement s 
continue even to this Age alſo? For, 
if ſo, I cannot but, with a Parity of Rea- 
ſon, conclude that it will alſo deſcend to 
future Generations. 

Cin. Tim. I have been backward, more 
The Conti than once, of anſwering you in any 
— Inſtances in relation to this preſent Age, 
Unt on and have therefore hitherto declined it: 
this Age al- But obſerving your Inquiſitiveneſs, for 
ſo. Information ſake, I will for once, com- 

ply with your Curioſity: and provided 

ou will not ask me any Names, or 

laces, I will not be backward in tel- 

ling you, that I know of many ſtrange 

af Accidents that have happened to many 
Fanulics incumbred with ſuch Sacrilegr- 

| Ou 


- 
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ous Eſtates : But I ſhall detain you too 
long. 

bi. No : I will ask neither Name nor 
Place, and will rather deſire an Hint 
or two than an Hiſtory; for the Hand 
of God may be as much ſeen (tho not 
as often) in one or two Inſtances, as in 
as many Thouſand. 

Tim. It may beſo; and I cannot de- 
ny you fo reaſonable a Requeſt, but 
will anſwer you upon my own Know- 
as follows: 

I was well acquainted with a Gentle- 


CIV. 
man well ſeen in the Law, and conſtant- Prov'd in 


ly overflowing with Money, who had one Inſtance. 
a Son as hopeful a Gentleman as the 
Nation afforded, both for Piety, Learn- 
ing; and, for his Age, Wiſdom, Pru- 


dence, Charity, and all other Chriſtian 

Virtues. The Father, ambitious of ma- 
king the beſt Proviſion for ſo likely a 

Son, ſought out for a large Eſtate for 

him; and unhappily falling upon an E- 

ſtate of Abby-Land, bought it, paid for it, 

and all was thought to have been con- 

cluded and quiet: But, not long after, 

another Claimer came to it, who oblig d 

the Purchaſer to ſpend Half as much as 

the Eſtate coſt him in the Defence of 
his Title againſt him, but he kept the 

Eftate. Shortly after, this Gentleman 


marries 


(6356) 
marries his Son into this Eſtate, whoſe 
Lady was an Ornament to her Sex in 
every thing that could be called Good. 
After they had been married together 
a while, they began to have Children, 
and had ſeveral Sons and Daughters: 
The Daughters all live, and the Sons 
all dwindled away, while the Grand- 
Father and Father were yet alive: 
The Grand-Father himſelf ſhortly af- 
ter riding in a Coach, together with 
a young Gentleman, the Coach · man 
gave em both an Account that the 
Horſes began to be unruly, and warn d 
them to go out of the which, 
as ſoon as the young Gentleman had 
donc, the Coach overturned, and one 
of the Glaſſes cleft the old Gentleman's 
Skull afunder. His Son (who was, be- 
fore hand, melancholly for having been 
incumbred in ſuch an unfortunate E- 
ſtate) hearing of this Accident, grew 
much more ſo, and ſo continued till it 
pleaſed God to take him away by a lin- 
gring Miſerable Death. The Father, 
who, as I before obſerved, abounded 
in a continual Aﬀuence of Money be- 
fore he meddled with this Eſtate; 
he had no ſooner receiv'd a Title to all 
the Appurtenances (Curſes and all) 8 


5 (57) 1 
he began to grow into which 
he conſtantly augmented himſelf, 
and left the Burthen upon his ; Son's 
Shoulders; who, inſtead of paying of 
it off, continually. added to it Tho 
riſing early, and going late ta Bed, and 
eating the Bread of Care and Sorrow, 
were the conſtant Practice of both 
himſelf and his excellent Lady) and 
yet, notwithſtanding all the Frugality 
and prudent Conduct imaginable, their 
Eſtate grew more and more incum- 
bred, till at length the Gentleman died 
in the Middle of his Age, leſt his La- 
dy and her Daughters the Eſtate for 
Payment of Debts, and railing of For- 
tunes for them: Which Habitation is 
now forſaken by them, and the E- 
ſtate itſelf to be purchaſed by your- 
75 if you pleaſe, or by any otlier 
an. 4 man 2 
Pl. God forbid: I baue too much of 
the Sort already: But I hope in Time 
te haue leſs: This is adreadful Tra- 
edy; I am full enough, and am not 
fad of, hearing any more. | 


C 


more: Which I heard from an equal- 


ly 
Wit 


bu 
_ 
* 


CV. 


Tim. Yes, 2 will give you one In another. 


Nous and learned || Perſon, now || The Reve 


God: „It was of a Gentleman tend &learn- 
oy "Ti | ( hoe Dr. Hicks, 
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« who married a Lady, by whom 
« he had Two Sons: The Elder of 
« which, returning home one Day diſ- 
« tempered in Liquor, his Mother gave 
« him a gentle Reprimand; at which 
« he was 10 exaſperated, that he drew 
_ « his Sword, and ſtabbed her; where- 
« upon, the Law being proſecuted a- 
« gainſt him, he was hang'd, The 
« younger Son, not long after, walkin 
« abroad, and going up upon a Ch 
“ threw himſelf down from it; which 
« was the unhappy End of his Life 
« alſo. The Father, on this Addition 
« to the Agonies of his former Grief, 
« expreſs'd himſelf to this Effect: 
« That he humbly ſubmitted to the 
% Will of God, whoſe Judgement, are 


«<« juft, and his Ways paſt finding out; 


« but that if he was to ſearch into 
his own Heart, he could not think 
« for what other Cauſe God had laid 
«* ſo many heavy Burthens upon him, 


4 UNLESS IT WAS BECAUSE HE HAD, 


© FOR SO MANY YEARS RECEIV'D THE 


„ YEARLY INCOME OF A CONSIDER» 
« ABLEQUANTITY OF TiTHEsS(WHICH 
4 His CONSCIENCE TOLD HIM BE- 
& LONGED NOT TO HIM) AND AD- 


% DED THEM TO THE REST OF Eis 
« ESTATE: 
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« ESTATR: And not long after this. 
the Father himſelf died with Grief, 
« which put a Period to the Family. 
Pl. I am not deſirous of hearing any 
more: If this be the Conſequence of Sacy- 
lege, I beſeech God to 4 


liver me and 
mine from both the Guilt aud the Conſe- 


quences of it, 
Tim. I heartily join with you in that 


Petition: And ſeeing you were deſi- In another. 


rous of hearing late Inſtances of the 
Fates of Sacrilege, I will give you one 
(and but one) more, which I heard 
from a Gentleman's own Mouth con- 
cerning himſelf, to this Effe& : © My 
« Father (ſaid he) died, and left me 
« an Eſtate of about 100 l. per Anz. 
« on which I thrived wondertully, and 
« every Thing that I touched was Gold. 
« but a little while after, I had a Re- 
lation who died, and left me 200 l. 
« per Ann. more, all in Abby-Lands and 
« Tithes; which I was no ſooner poſ- 
4 ſeſſed of, but I began inſenſibly to 
« grow into Debt; and conſtantly to 
run backward, and ſold Eſtate aſter 
« Eftate, till I had fold all the Lands 
« that I was poſſeſs d of, both from my 
© Father and alſo from my Relation, 


« and am now ſcarce worth the Cloths 
is . * that 
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« that I wear : And, yet, notwithſtand- 
“ing, I was never the more extrava- 
gant for having had the Addition of 
4 2co I. fer Ann. but, I know not 
e how it was, every Thing that I med- 
& dled with afterwards was Droſs, & all 
* that J had was conſumed by Degrees, 
and ITentirely imputed it to the Can- 
ce ker of the 'Tithes, and Abby-Lands, 
evi, © which corrupted the reſt. 
Pliricn. nos Pl. Ton have now given me Inflances 
willing to £9ugh, together with the many other 
hear any ſtances of God's apparent Vengeance 
— _ upon Sacrilegious Poſjeſſors which you 
ances. and I have obſerved between our ſelves, 
which (as you rightly obſerved before) 
would be ungrateful to all ſuch to have 
mentioned. 

Cvin. Tim. It will be fo: I only heartily 
Timareus , pray God to open their Eyes, that they 
P. ges of may timely ſee the Dangers in which 
and, they are, either by Inheritance, Purchaſe, 
may timely or Gift, involved, and to give them an 
ſce, and re- Opportunity of reſtoring to God what 
Fete ade is juſtly His, and an Heart ſincerely 
Ref itution diſpoſed ſo to do: that fo inſtead of 
of them. God's Curſe they may entail a Bleſſin 

on themſelves and their Poſterity, 4% 
inſtead of truſting to their ill-gotten E- 
ſtates, they may reſtore to God what 

15 
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is moſt juſtly His, and rely on Him for 
his Care and Protection over them and 
theirs. CIX. 
Pl. But how ſhall ſuch Perſons as would Thoſewhich 
willingly reſtore ſuch Lands, be aſſur-reſtore ſuch 
ed that they have reſtored them in fuch — = 
a Manner as will be acceptable unto chat they w. 
the Lord? ſtere them to 
Tim. That you may learn from the G0. 
Book of * Numbers, where the Re-. Numb. 
compenſe that is there ſaid to be made v. 8. 
unto the Lord ought to be made unto 
the Prieſt, and that as every Offering —— 9. 
of all the Holy Things of the Children 
of Iſrael, which they brought unto the 
Prieſt was accounted the Lord's; fo 
every Reſtitution of Tithes and Im- 
priations, which is made to the 
Prieſts, will moſt certainly be accepted 
by God, as made to Him; for as what - 
ſoever any Man gave to he Prieſt 10s 10. 
underſtood to have been given to God 
himſelf, ſo whatſoever is reſtored to 
the Prieſt, will conſequently be under- 
ſtood as reſtored to God himſelf. 
Pl. May God accept of the Reſtitution cx. 
of this my Impropriatian; May he wink Pl:one#-: 
at that Sin of Ignorance in me inviewoly re- 
which I have been too long (tho but, — 
a little while) involved 7 May he Par- MAINS 


don the Sin in 


60 
been involy- dow whatſoever has been any way Sacri- 
ed inkeeping legious in me as freely, as I repent of 
= ban it ſincerely, May He avert thoje Judg- 
ments which are annexd as Curſes to 
all Sacrilegious Poſſeſſions, and, in Ex- 
change, give his Bleſſings on Me and 
Mine; who from this very Time do diſ- 
claim all my Rigbt, Title, and Intereſt in 
all, or any Part, of my Impropriation, and 
and do, in the Preſence of God, you and 
my dear Timotheus, fully reſolve to mak 
Reſtitution to God of this my Impro- 
friation ; and will caſt all my Care upon 
— his Bleſſung on me and mine; 
for the Proſperity of the reſt of my Eftate 
in this World, and for the Security of 
our Souls in the World to come. 
CXI. Tim. And doubt not, Pleonectes, but 


Ge#sPromiſe he will accordingly proſper both you and 
- * * your's in both, Worlds, who = pro- 
Themſelves. S. miſed by his beloved Son, that every ane 
Mat. xix · 29. that hat h forſaken es, or Lands, for 
his _ foal — * 
dred fold, & ſhall inherit everlaſting Life; 
and 2 Saying will be verified to 
the eternal Joy of all thoſe who reſtore 

to God what is juſtly His. 


Pl. Upon this Saying I will not doubt 


own Reward both, Ti al £5 
of my n | > . 4 


(639 
Eternal : But what Aſſurance have 1 
2 of part aking in this Reward ? 

Tim. The Aſſurance which Cod has XII. 
given to the Poſterity of the Juſt Og kgs 
in the + Proverbs, that his Childres are Tov. 8 1 
bleſſed after him: And and that, ac- 
0h 5 the ad — — as 28 
he will viſe the Sins of the Fathers up- 
on the Chien unto the zd and 4th 
Generation of them that hate Him, fo 
will He ſhew Mercy unto Thouſands in 
them that love him, and keep: his Com- 
mandments. - 

Pl. Thanks be #0 God, my dear Ti- cx. 
motheus, that I bave met Tou this Day; PlemeBtes 
and I do again renew my Reſolution of dener latis- 


'd by re 
reſtoring to God his Due, by making Re- fi 
amis, of my Impropriation : And do by — 


further aſſure e Tow, that the Sati fact ion his Impropre 
and Delight that this Day's Comverſa. 
tion has brought to my Heart, has made 
me to fix my Heart above in Heaven, 
where I doubt not but I and Mine ſhall 
receive our own with Uſury. 
Tim. I pray God to confirm you in 
this Satisfaftion of mind; and adviſe 
you as our bleſſed Saviour adviſed St. 
* Peter, ſay ing, When thou art convert-* S. Luke 


ed, ſtrengthen thy Brethres : Seeing. 32- 
you yourſelf are ſatisfy d, vor 67 CIV, 


ſatisfy Advice to 
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Plronetter to ſatisfy ſome of your Friends, and — 
beben 0 {wade them to a Reſtitution... - — 
en Pl. But what Succeſs. can you expect 

TL meet with? = ,,. 
Tim. Too little, without Doubt: . 
"a vou Plant with Paul, and water 
with ; Apolios, and have the Encreaſe 


to God. 
Fl. Rur do you think t y will be 


perſrwaded to reſtore their Tithes and 

3 0. to their” former Lies? 
CXV, ww} Remember, Pleonectes, how 
lire to difficult you yourſelf were at firſt ta: he 
ieve th ay Poiwaded-to 2 Reſtitution: And why, 
ro mould. o be ſo upcharitelie: 28 _ 


"Fond the — ere ther — 22 
53 1:54 + Sious Eſtates, as Well as yourſelf, When 
„ hey haf bet Pnce: brought to A true 
Senſe of ther og in, detaining af 
em: He chat tennede he hard Rack: inte 
4 ftngding Meter, and the Flint, Stvꝛe 
in 4 ell, can alſo change 
the Mind of the Children alithis World, 
3 to become as the Chu 
ren of Light, whenſpever he ern 
ll. Bur hon cn you d 
weak ax Js as. Liar: 


ind eee my LL or hel 
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Tim. As God beſt ſhews his Omhipo* _ CXVI 
tence in bringing Great 'Things to ons es 
by the ſmalleſt Means, ſo may you and bat fhewn 
I, 3 ! * yo — by bringing 
ments in Ourſelves, r an great Things 
the greater Aſſiſtances from God Him. f Pad) 
ſelf. And furthermore, when the World 
ſees that PleoneFes himſelf has changd 
his earthly Treaſure fur an heavenly; 
they will all be eager to hear his Rea- 
ſons; and ſome, by the Bleſſing of God, 
may be as forward to follow your Ex- 
ample, and to be convine'd by your 
Reaſanings, as you were to hearken to 
the Inſtructions of your Timotheus, and 
to follow the. 

Pl. Do you think then, that all that I, On. 


perſuade to a Reſtitution will hearken to — 


will 

me, and practiſe accordingly 7 wa cearken 
Rr _ A... how 10 = _— Reſtitu- 
the Goſpel itſelf preach'd, and yet 
not 5 it, tho? they have nothing 
to loſe by it? And of thoſe few that do, 
how few are there that practiſe accor- 
dingly ? And of thoſe few again, how 
few are there that are willing to ſerve 
their God with that which * cofts them e 11. Sam. 
ſomething ? How ready are they to turnxxiv. 24. 
a deaf Ear where their Worldly Intereſt 
is concern'd, tho? their Salvation or 

K Con- 


: 

; 

5 

$i 
, 
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Condemnation ſhould depend. on it ? 

So that you muſt expect to find very 

few Converts, and thoſe among the ve- 

4 ry Beſt of Chriſtians. ens 
cxvin Pl. But do you think that any Poſſeſ. 


And' why ſors of ſuch Rind of Lands may be per. 


ſome may. ſuaded to a Reſtitution ? | 

Tim. God forbid that I ſhould be ſo 

uncharitable as to imagine that al! Poſ- 

ſeſſors of ſuch Lands were ſuch as would 

rather perſiſt in their Sacrilege (after ha- 

ving had a due Senſe of their Sin) than 

be perſuaded to repent of it, and ſa 

to ſhew their Repentance as to make a 
Reſtitution. n 

ex. Pl. Do you think that I nay eaſily per- 
Ns aafy Mar ud ſuch Petſons to a Reſtitution? 

ter to. per. Timm, No; I think it no eaſy Matter : 

ſuade many For how forward are all the World to 

to 2 Reſtitu-Gefend their Goods from Plunder? And 

— 5 and thereſore how much ter Reaſon is 

JY* there to expect many Oppoſitions for de- 

fending their whole Eſtate, or a great 

Fart of it? For there” are Poſſeſ- 

ſors of fuch Lands that know nothi 

ot their, having been devoted fo God, an 

tho? Judgments befall them, and they 

grow poorer they know not by what 

Means, yet they will not be perſuaded 

thatfone great Reaſon is, Becauſe 1 


N PO, _Y _ — 


e 
Inheritance will never proſper in their 
Hangs; and will not, at firſt, be brought 
even to think of a Reſtitution ; till af- 
ter a long and diſmal Obſervation they 


will plainly ſee that it # hard for them 4g, 


to kick again the Pricks: in vain for 
them to expect GOD's Bleſſings on ſuch 
Eſtates, where GOD's Curſes are already 
denounc'd, whenſoever they ſhall be a- 
lienared from Pious Uſes; and when, at- 
ter a long Tract of Time, they ſhall have 
obſerv'd, that his Juſtice & Vengeance 
arc ſeen in nothing ſo much as on the 
ſacrilegious Poſſeſſors of ſuch Eſtates,” 
Pl. But there are perhaps ſome Poſſef- 


ſors of ſuch Eſtates who would willingly 

: reſtore them, but, perhaps, their preſent - 

Circumſtances will not permit them ſo to 

da; by _ of their aumerous Families, 
ant of which, Eſtate they could 


- end for 
no longer provide for them. 


Tim. I have known ſome Poſſeſſors 


of fuch:Lands to have been in ſuch a 


* 


ix» 3 


cxx. 


Poverty no 
12 HN Heide i Excuſe for | 
Condition as you mention; and could keeping ſ ach 


never yet learn that they grew richer 4 . Lan ls. 


ter ny were Poſſeſſors of fuch Eſtates 
were before; but can give 


than t 


you many Inſtances where they have 
\aſenſitly: come to Poverty eats | 


were in Proſpect of 
C 2 7 


2 
ever ſo poor, and his Family ever ſo 2 
meroxs, let 1 
Himſelf, or think to promoto his ly 
on God's Poſſeſſions 
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c xxi. Pl. Would you then adviſe even the 
Reaſons why pooreft ſac P e ori to mate Reſtita- 
excathe poor ien of fach ſacrilegious Poſſeſſions 7 
make Refli- Ii Do truſt God with their 
tuen. Souls? And is he not as worthy to be 


dttuſted with their (or rather his own) 
Lake xxi- 4. Eſtate? Do you think that m—_ 
Widow was the poorer becauſe ſhe caſt 
in all that ſhe bad into the Treaſury? 
9 = or 2 — _ Blef- 

ling of ſo doing? An 
Adem that ſeek him; and who lobe and 
ttuſt in Him, vuill not provide better for 
tie Foſſeſſor of ſuch an Eſtate, and alſo 
for his Poſterity aſter the Reſtitution of 
- _— God'sown, tha whilſt” he perſiſts in 
But Sed {hinſelf calls a Rozbery of 
Him, | enherpurchaſi or accepting 
of Mo tartende d to Him, and 
hat muſt; in the Senſe of the Sacred 
Lv xxvii. Script ares, be h to the End of the 
28, 29, 30 Wor ?_, Have you | forgotten what 1 
33" ak. 2b. Mcntion'd tb you! juſt now,) how that 
38. een, 
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had N Fromiſe to receive an Hundred : 
feld in this World, and in the World 10 
come Life { eternal ? and alſo that his 
| Children and be bleſſed after him 
only Way therefore for even the 
pooreſt-to, proſper both in this World 
and in that to come, both as to himſelf, 
and to his Poſterity, will be to reſtore 

to God what. is HIS, and to put his 

hole Truſt and Confidence in God for 
(his Bleſſing on Him, and on his Polte- 


. But as God is a Gad of Mercy, « 
"well as: Juſtice, it ſeems inconfiſtent with 
the Mercy of God to require a total Re- 
bution — one end in Want. 
Tim. I obviated — Objection juſt CXxx l. 
why by ſhewing you how that Gocks And tt a: it 


Curſes would be.chang'd into his parti- 8 


ſors of ſuch Eſtates, — demonſtrating God to re- 
the Sincerity of their Hearts in the Sight quire it 

of God, by reſtoring) ſuch Lands im- 
mediately 1 their Uſe, but dy 
N r A to return gradu: 

into Gods Poſ- 

v ſeſlon and ſo neither the Sin nor C se + 
af Saerilege would attend them; but as 
the 40 CURSED THING (which _ , _* 


ng Holy Seriptures equently, call * = 8 


cular Care, and Bleſſings for the Poſſeſ - the Mercy of 


e 
| 
8 
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Poſſeſſions) would, by little and little, 
flide out of their Families, ſo would 
God's Bleſſing's infinitely encreaſe and 
multiply upon ſuch Reſtorers of ſuch ſa- 
crilegious Poſſeſſions: and tho? their own 
Profit would be leſs in Appearance, yet 
would the Bleſſing of God make it to 
proſper and encreaſe more abundantly 
0 f. Do re thes ano fach Paſeſors 
CXXIII. Do ou then a uc 7 
Reſtitution ſuch Lands to reſerve a Part CK 
—— *ſelves ? r! 
— Tim. No, by no means: For if they 
of the abel: kept but the leaſt Part to themſelves as 
| their own Inheritance, they would be as 
much guilty ot Sacrilege as before. But 
the Anſwer that J have here given you 
is the utmoſt that can be done by even 
the pooreſt in this Matter, in Anſwer 
to your Queſtion, Whether God, "who 'is 
4 God of Mercy, would expect a total 
Reſtitution from one already in Want : 
And this ſeems to me moſt conſiſtent 
with the Mercy and Compaſſion of Al- 
CXXIV. mighty God, that ſince our Hearts are 
rad free from Ing, and our Families 
may perhaps ffeed from it by a Reſtitution, that God 


be accepta - would not impute the permittin it tO 
ble to God return to him gradually as facrilegious, 
— * eſpecially in thoſe who had no other ap- 
| | parent 
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parent Hopes of aLivelehood, provided 
their Hearts were right in bu Sight 
and that in ſome few Years both God 
and they themſelves knew that it was to 
return to its former Uſe. And this Per- 
miſſion here mentioned proceeds rather 
from the Conſideration of the Mercy 
and Compaſſion of God towards us 
frail Creatures, imbued with Human 
Paſſions, than from his ſtrict Juftice. 

Pl. Do you then think this to le tbe 
be? Way of Reſtitution t | 


Tim. No, by no means: So far from CXXv: 
that, that I cannot but imagine, that if But by no 
thoſe who could maintain their Families wnenhag 


without the Addition of this facrilegious!;..: can live 
Wealth, ſhould reſtore it after this man- withour it. 


ner, ſuch Reſtitution was only the Ef, 
fett of Covetonſneſs; and God would 
by no means proſper in their Families 
that which ought to have been employ- 
ed to the Uſe of Himſelf, by it's being 
reſtor d to his Prieſts, and to the Uſe Of 
the Poor. (eile 41 43 210 2 1 | 1 

Pl. Bur hat if the Poſſeſſors of Tithes 
e ould le perſwaded to 
make Reſtitution of them, But to reſerve 
to themſelves, and to their Families, a 
Leaſe; and ſo continuing thoſe Tithes 
Impropriated in their Families, paying 
for 1110 gs! EVery 


721 


every Seven Tears 2 moff Church-Lands 
do) à Sum to the Church from whence 
they were taken? 

CXXVI. Tim. That I think to be a Robbing 
Tube: not of God by Halves, and to come little 
like other ſhort of the Caſe of Auanias and Sap. 
ChurchLands,Phira, in pretending to reſtore to God 
nor yet to be what is his, but ks ing back Part of 
_ put it. And this Way 1 og 

n ö againſt the ign in 
— 14486 Hein ing the Tithes to the Prieſts, whoſe 
— Maintenance the eis thet 2 
= to their Succeſſion in 
Office. And if this Method ſhould 

obſerv * in Tithes ſome of the Prieſts 
wore be 3 ever, and be ca 

5 ble and charitable 
ad, a ears. Lc G bor 
which led > + 170 this allaggs pe, 
was, I ſuppoſe, on the acco 
ſ6me other Eſtates . — Tithes) . 


to God, and Church, which 
ient to be ſet 9 1 


very la wful 2 
= anner, rn bo annual Mainte- 
for che rieſt is diminiſhed : But 
< deal with Tuber after this man- 
ner, it cannot enter into my * 0 
be lawful or wdll-pleaſing to God.,, _ 
Fl. But," I believe, very few will be 
perfwaded: to give 7 their Ef Eftate _ As 
their Family. © 
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Tom. ow not why any truly good 


eite ſhould ſeruple to reſtore top 


awa.Sculs, and of the Bodies and Souls 
of their Poſterity, they would much ra- 
ther reſtore voluntarily to God what is 


Ds, and ſo obtain his Bleſſing on them 


and theics, than be willing to have it 
aken from them by God in a few Years; 
Gi uſually has been) with the Curſe? 
God following them in their Sacrilee } 
Jus Inheritance, before their Names 
ate N put out. And did but the 
worthy Nobility and Gentry 2 this 
Ring dom conſider how intel God 
eden would bleſs them iu the reſt 
their Eſtates, in the Beauty and Pies 

7 of their dear Offiprin ; Zo in the 

80 


ntinuance of their Po Ia in 
55 Satisfaction of Mind. which they 
t hemſclucs 88 at preſent reap, in 


0 ' partic e and Pro- 
| ei one over th tg in thi a and of 
his teſerying an eternal Toheritance for 
. in the Kingdom of Heaven for 

ae Many of them (I am 

e believe) would have given 


fach a 4 of God's Mer- 
cies, 


Yores T6 


age; many 


God. what all the Jewiſh and Chriſtian ſolid Rea- 
grid have concluded to be his: And ſons fora Re- 
di] any but coalider the Welfare of their ſtitation. 


N 
ö 
| 
ö 
| 
F 
{ 


s 
} 


Cu 


cies, to have known the Satisfaction of 
them before, than they have to reſtore to 
him of what is already his own, after 
ſuch an Experience. And if they can- 
not be perſwaded of the Truth of this, 
I only beſeech them to think on it a lit- 
tle, and obſerve how many Families are 
almoſt extinct, which God would then 
E how many Wombs are now 
barren, which God would then make 
fruitful; how many young Heirs of ex- 
cellent Families are now lewdly and 
wantonly running into Extravagance 
and Debauchery, which would, by the 
pious Examples of their Anceſtors, re- 
turn to their Duty to God, and to their 
Obedience and Honour to their earthly 
Parents : How many of the Fathers of 
thoſe young Heirs have come to un- 
timely Deaths : How many of the Po- 
ſterity of thoſe Noble and Worthy Fa- 
milies are Weaklings in Body or Mind, 
which God would confirm in them, or 
in their Poſterity, would they but re- 
ſtore to him what is his: How many 
of their Neighhours hive Children flou- 
riſhing in their Eſtates, becauſe they are 
their own, and they in Diſtreſs for want 
of Heirs to inherit God's and their own; 
and do not conſider that That little Lea- 


— 


f. 


Fenn 
ven leaveneth the whole Lump, while it 
continues together; or if a weak Muſh- 
room ſhould appear, how unworthy 
many of them are to inherit the Name, 
or to be of the Family of thoſe Worthies 


who had never ſet their Hands to the 


Dethroning of the Almighty (For they 
can do nothing more towards it than by 
robbinghisPrieſtsof their Maintenance); 
And if any ſuch Accidents there are in 
any of the Noble Families, I heartily 
beſeech them to conſider whether the 
Detaining of ſuch Lands be not the 
molt likely Cauſe of it, or whether _ 
can produce a more likely, as they ſhall 
believe in their Conſciences, when they 
{hill be judg'd at the Laſt Day? 

i Pl. But, ny T cy does not this 
Way of arguing of hour ſeem to run a- 
4 the 5 t #4 of the whole Nation, 
and to violate the Sanction of the Laws 
themſelves ? . 

Im. AST am intorm'd that *tis a re- 

ceivd Maxim, That Oportet neminem 
eſſe ſapientiorem Legibas, No one ongi:t 
to think himſelf wiſer than the Laws; 
ſo neither can I think that Perſon to be 
either a wiſe or go9d Man that ſhall at- 
tempt to violate them: Not a wiſe Man, 
berauſe the Laws are ſaid to be Summa 
* L 2 Ratio, 
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Ratio, the highef Pitch of Reaſon at- 
tainable by Man: Not a good Man, 
becauſe we are obliged, as Chriſtians, to 
be ſubject to the higher Powers, and to 


Row. xiii. 1. ſubmit our ſelves to every Ordinance of 
I Pet. Il. 13. Han (or to every Humane Conſlitution, 


aden dpa, xlicn.) and that for the 
Lord's Sake. Whererefore Tam fo far 
from violating the Sanct ion of the Laws, 
that I think it the indiſpenſible Duty of 
every private Perſon to ſtudy and endea- 
vour to promote the Peace, the Unity, 
the Love, the Order, and, in every Re- 
ſpect, the Welfare of that Community 
of which he is a Member; and to ſup- 
rt, as much as in him lies, the eſta- 
litt Laws of that Government of 
which he profeſſes himſelf a Subject; 
and neither to endeayour to raiſe Divi- 
fions in the Church on the one Hand, 
nor Rebellions, nor Seditions in the State, 
on the other ; both theſe being entirely 
inconſiſtent with both the Doctrine and 
Practice of our Bleſſed Saviour. Where- 
fore whoſoever ſhall, by ſuch Methods, 
attempt to reſtore to God what is his, 
appears to me to do evil that good may 
come of it. | 
But 1 1 75 Perſans 
concern'd in ihes and Offerings, 


C77) 
ſeriouſly to conſider of, is, The End for 
which they were devoted ; The Laws by 
which they were eſtabliſb d; The violent 
Manner, and c preſive Ie, whereby 
they ©. v2 al 2.91: 7; 71 whei.dy, ſince 
the Al tuatien, ther haue beer employd 
as much to the Hour and Clory of God 
as beforc: And, if not, whether it be 
likely t2at God will proſper em to fu- 
ture Generations? That he has nct hi- 


therto proſper ue, ** The Hiſtory and : Written 
Fate of Sacrilege diſ ever d by Examples, Sir Hen. 
ſeems to ſhew even to Demonſtration: “ , in the 


And why Sacrilege ſhould ſeem to hope 
for better Fate in future, than in paft 
Ages, I am not able to determine. 
Pl. But will not Diſcourſes of this Na- 
ture ſound harſh in the Ears of ſuch whoſe 
Paſſeſſions confi chiefly of impropriated 
Tithes and Offerings? And will not ma- 
ny Great Men think it hard to be ac- 
counted ſacrilegious? 

Tim. All Good Men, how Great ſoe- 
ver, are ever deſirous of knowing their 
Duty, and of practiſing it at any Trou- 
ble and Expence whatſoever : And as 
for thoſe that are at ſo, I am not con- 
cern'd : Neitherdo I account any Perſon 
more or leſs ſacrilegious than what God 
kimſelfand the Sacred Scriptures . 
9 


Lear 1632. a 
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ſo; and conſequently they muſt ſo ac- 
count of themſelves. 

Pl. But will not ſuch as ſeem to argue 
for a Reſtitution of Tithes, or Offerin 
or Both, appear to be Favourers of the 
Papiſts, becauſe the Alienation of thoſe 
Tithes and Offerings was chzefly at the' 
Time of the Reformation. | 

Tim. No, by no means : Becauſe, 
when the Papiſts ſaw that their Errors 
and Innovations wereabout to be brought 
to a Reformation, they themſelves were 
the chief Alienators of the Church- 
Lands; as was Voijey Biſhop of Exeter, 
and Kztchin Biſhop of Lauda. Theſe, 
and many others of that Communion, 
both alienated Tzthes and Offerings them- 
ſelves, and conſented to the £41:enation 
in others; as, ſeemg that their own 
Church could be no longer ſup 
by them, no other ſhould have the Be- 
nefit of *em : And the Pope, to this ve- 
ry Dey, gives Diſperſations to thoſe of 
His own Communion to hold Tithes and 
Offerings as Lay-Eſtates, and Julls the 
Fapiſts aſleep in their facrilegious Poſſeſ- 
fions in Proteſtant Countries, but de- 
nounces he moſt direful Anaghema's a- 
gainſt ſacrilegious Invaders of Ti#hes or 
Offerings where his own Communion is 
1 practis'd- 
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practisd. So that indeed thoſe Diſpen- 


ſations and Alienations ſeem to tend to 
the ſubduing of the Reform d Churches, 
rather than to the giving the Revenues 
off from the Church in general: For 
which Reaſon all Members of the Re- 
form'd Churches ought to be as forward 
in 8 the Rights of their Church, 
as the Papiſts are ſolicitous for deſtroy- 
ing them, or for preſerving their ow. 
Sacrilege is no leſs Robbing of God 
becauſe tis diſpensd with; neither will 
the Curſes and Vengeance denounced a- 
gainſt it be ever the leſs mitigated, be- 
cauſe the Biſhop of the Church of Rome 
"ſets himſelf at the Head of it; neither 
ought the Papiſts to think themſelves e- 
ver the more ſecure, becauſe the Pope 
himſelf involves himſelf in the Guilt of 


Szerilege together with them, Neither 


have God's Judgments been leſs ſeen in 
their Families, notwithſtanding their 
- pretended Difpenſations, than in the Fa- 
of uch as have never ſought aſter 
them. 

PI. But what Inſtances can you give 
of any ſuch Accidents befalling Families 
Poſſeſſing ſuch Eftates ? By 

- Tim. I gaye you ſeveral antient In- 
ſtances juſt now; and referrd you to 


(30) 
* more, and very diſmal ones: But told 


% you, that as it would be ungrateful to 
gence ane. mention any in this Age, ſo I was wil 
ver eſcapes ling to wave the Mention of the Fami- 
Sacrilezieus lies or the Accidents beſalling them: On- 
L VT have glancd at two or three, and 
_ gone thus far in wy laſt Anſwer as to 

mention the Accidents !:ely to befall o- 
thers, from one or incre of them which 
I have known to b2fil every one of 
thoſe Poſieſſors of thoſe Lands; and 1 
know not ce chat ¶capes, except that 
ſingle Family who has reſolv'd up- 
on à Reſtitution, and who deſires in 
Love, Honour, and Gratitude, to Al. 
mighty God, 0 be ſo far mention d; 
and from tne Satisfaction that they them- 
ſelves have ſince found, do heartily pray 

for the Welfare of their Chriſtian 
thren as well as themſelves, and do ear- 
neſtly entreat all truly -ood Chriſtians, 
that are Poſſeſſors of ſuch Lands, to re- 
ſtore them to God, as well ſor the ſake 
of the Welfare of their Souls hereaſter, 
as for the unſpeakable Satisfaction of 
Mind that they are likely to receive 
here, as they can give them a confident 
Aſſurance from their own Eaſe and Sa- 
tisfaction now (tho a little grievous at 
ficſt, as they muſt expect it ak 
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All they will find the peaceable Pruit of 
Contentment and Joy by their ſo do- 


in 

F.. 2 ſe dls ſomewhat ſtrange that 
not one P ſuch Lands, * you 
know of, * &n the Divine Judg- 
_ in one . more of theſe Particu- 

s 
+ Tim. Not one, that I know of, tho! xxx. 
know many: And one remarkable N 
ſtance more I will give, in a Pariſh in em Tine 
which Tam very well acquainted, which w's own 
is large, and contains many Families; Knowleges | 
that where the greateſt Part of it are 
Perſons who hve in their own Eſtates, 
aud have Sons likely to ſucceed — in 
every ono of their Eſtates, there is but 
One'e , who has no Son remaining, 
not ever likely to have one, but all have 
faded away; and one Female only re- 
part of whoſe Poſſeſſions have 
Abby-Lands; and one other who 
is's' Tenant in the Eſtate to which that 
_ — 88S. 

us very plain that im CXXR. 

oy Th ought to be reflor'd to the , — 
Churches from -whente they were robbed: that Tuben 
Bat f am Perſon ſhould be uneaſy with ought to be 
@bareb E ande, for T perceive that they reer dh e 
were al devoted to God and conſequent- 1 


but queiti- 


"ITY M ly ons 


GED, 
jons to what Iy all likely fo bri a Curſe * the 
Uſe Abby - Poſſeſors F 8 Lee to 
Lands ought 3e reſtor' d, fince thoſe Religious Houſes 


to be well; n rObich they Felong'd are now deſtroy'd? 
CXXXI. Tim. As thoſe who * give ta the Poor are 
nie to lend ta the Lord, ſo thoſe who re: 
here is More to the Poor may be truely faid to 
corfider'd , reſtore to the Lord: And as ſuch Lands 
The Uſe to are not likely to proſper in their Fami- 
which ſuc" lies, ſo would they moſt certainly do an 
Lent might Aft well-pleaſing to God, if they would 
now be re. effect Houſes on thoſe Lands for the edu · 
ſtor d, moſt cating poor Children in the Ways of Pi- 
_—_—y gety and Holineſs, of Diſcipline and Or- 
ot proce der; and bring them fit to ſerve. their 
b'y to the God and Country both in Church and 
Common - State; and likewiſe for maintaining the 
wealth. ancient and decrepit Poor in ſuch Re- 
gularity, Order, and Devotion, as would 
moſt conduce to their eternal Happineſs, 
and, by that Means, bring more Glory 
to God, and more Bleſſings on them and 
their Poſterity. And I am yerily per- 
ſwaded that the greateſt Patt both of the 
Nobility, and Gentry alſo themſelves, 
would think it an ineſtimable Happineſſ 
to have an Opportunity of ſo TEST 
Lat hope di?) | 08192 980 
| | 3s | 
® Prov. x 1X. 17, $47, lendeth to the 
_ upon Uſe. as , 9.83 OO 
Mat. AXv. 40. 
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of even their on Sons for Six or Severt . 


Years, as that during that Time they 
might be aſſured that their Minds might 
be cultivated; and improved; partly by. 
learning the Languages and other uſeful 


but proſeſſedly in the trueſt Learning, 
that of Chriſt:ax A _— : Whilſt a 
— ſame Time they vary be reſtrain'd 
om every Opportunity of a vicious or 
able Comvertitinn, and obli- 


an unpro 


ged to nothing more ſevere than to the 
conſtant. and daily Obſervation of the _ _ 
ſtricteſt Rules of Sobriety, Chaſtity, Ore - + 
der, and Devotion: Wheteby their pk 
t Satisfacti?- 


ous Parents would take grea 
on and Delight, to ſee them deſervi 
to inherit the Virtues, the Honours, and 
the Eſtates of their Noble Anceſtors 
Worthy Patriots of their Country, and 
Religious Obſervers of their Duty to 
their God: And as there would be no- 
thing more conducive to the Peace and 
Happineſs of a King, nothiag more con- 
 ducive to the Welfare and Proſperity of 
the Comimon-Wearlh, than a Nobility & 
| Gentry thus educated, and nothing more 
acceptable to God, nor that couid tend 
more to the univerſal Encreaſe of Chri- 
flag Picty among us; ſo could there be 
M 2 nothing 


Learning, more chiefly b Morality, 4 


F- bas + -, 
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nothing that could ſo ſucceſsfully pro- 
mote ſo great an Happineſs among the 


Nobility and Gentry, as their reſtori 
to God, and to fuch Uſes, thoſe Parts of 
their Lands (whether more or lefs) that 
have have been heretofore dedicated to 
Him, and to ſuch Uſes: And they might 
aſſure themſelves that what Part ſoever 
they diminiſhed of their Eſtates to this 
Ead, would be abundantly reſtor'd to 
them again, not only in their Eſtates, 
but alſo in their Satisfaction and Con- 
tentment, from the Conſideration of 
what they had done; and likewiſe (in 
that which is infinitely more valuable 
than Houſes and Lands) in the Joy and 
Pleaſi 2 1 OR 1 deny 
ous, , and Religious „qua- 
lified Oy their Goodneſs) for the Ser- 
vice of their r ny and alſo of 
their God, and of a Better Country here» 


after * 3%) 4 
XX XIII. pl. But (ome will he apt to object, that 
- — _ Abbeys 440 Monaſteries were founded 
Linds were aud dedicated by Idolatrous Perſons, con- 
om by Lao- ſecrated by Popiſh Biſhops, and for Su- 
de lere perſtitious Uſes, and therefore not ſa» 
kr outiC, cred, 207 acceptable to God. L 
Tim. But be the Founders themſelves 
what they will, the Lands that were 
| devoted 
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devoted by them to pious Uſes were cer- 


CXXXIII. 
That Obje- 


tainly acceptable to God: If they were g;ga refuted 


Tdelatroms, let not God be robb'd of his 
Due for their Error; if the Lands were gi- 
ven to pious Uſes,mixt with Superſtitious, 

it the Lands to remain inthe Piety 
(tho not in the . Superſtition) of the 
Danation: Let not God be defrauded 
of his Due, becauſe the Diſpenſers of it 
were faulty, but ſeparate the Faults of tlie 
Diſpenſers from the good Intention and. 
the Curſe of the Donors, and let net 
any pretend to argue for the Robbe- 
ry of God, becauſe the firſt Donors 
were not of their Opinion in allThings. 
The Idolatry did not appear to be Ido- 
latry in them, nor the Syper/{ition to be 
Superſtition in them; but if they had been 
ſenſible of it, you muſt be compelPd 
to acknowledge, that thoſe who have 
robb'd God of ſuch Offerings are worſe, 
in that reſpect, than the Idolatrous and 
Superſtitious themſelves :-For thoſe built 
the Houſes of God, tho? with a miſta- 
* Deſign, and theſe totally deſtroy'd 
them. . | 


Fl. In what manner were theſe Offe- CXXX1V, 
rings made to God? The Manner | 


Tim, You may ſee in Biſhop An. 


m which Ch. 
Lands were 


drews's Notes on the Liturgy; whoſe g&:CdtoGud. 
1 4 r 


Wards 


. 

Words are theſe: E ir wot t be forgot: 
exxxv. ten, tho it be forgotten that whoever 
How the gabe an) or Endowments to the 
Charters ran Service of God, gave it in 4 al 
Writine, as now-a-days betwixt Mak 
and Man, Sealed and Witneſſed : And 
ſuper Altare. phe Tender of the Gift was upon the At. 
tar by the Donor on his Knees. And 
the Charters were ufually in theſe 
Words: * I have granted (this Offe- 
ting] to God and the Charch : + I offer 
it to God: |) I have ſettled it on God 
and the Cbarch. Whoſoever therefore 
converted theſe Offerings to any other 
Uſe deftroy'd theſe Grants, nulled theſe 
Obligations, and made void theſe Set- 
tlements on God and the Church: And 
v hoſdever do now convert thoſe Lands 
to any othet Uſes than they were this 
gniven are Continuers of the firſt Sacri- 
-.-»/ tegious wicked Fact. 
cx xx Pl. But were there any Forms of Words 
The Form of aid ox this 'Occafson ? 0197 JNSITTLO.. 
Words 6. Tim. Lou may ſee in the 7 Book re- 
1 eommendad to your Perufal; that the 


Capitular of Charles the Great . 


a... 2 id. 


% * 8 1 3 
* . 5 4 ITC © %* 4 » % bs," 1 


„ cenceſ Des & Feelefie. exc. N Ufer Deo," &. 
N Conformeui Deo or Eccleſia, ** Pref. p. 14. 
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That the Dedications were on this Sort: 
The Founder mentioning in a Writing, 
and holding it over the Altar ſpake thus 
to the Prieſt : I give here unto God all 
Things contain d tu this Writing, for the 
Remi ſſion of my Sims, &c. and for them 
for qwhole Good. God will accept them, 
and by theſe to Promote God's Service, in 
Sacrifice, in Lights, in Suſtentation 
the Cle, the Poor. and in all Things 
honourable to God, and profitable to 
Church : And if any Man ſpall take theſe 
gway, '( which God forbid !.) let him for 
bis Sacrilege give a more ftrif Acrount 
to God, to whom they are now dedicated, 
Here now, Pleoneftes, you may feeCXXXVN, 
how little Foundation the Poſſeſſours of — . 
Abbey - Lands have to doceive their g., 
Souls, and to lull their Conſdiences a- himſelf, in 
{leep; which God graut may not be too bebalf of the 
late awaken'd, Here you may ſee the - np he 
Penitent ſeriouſly repeming of his Sins, 

and giving certain Lands to pious Uſes, 
as an Earneſt of his on Mepentance, 
ond as a Promotion of others in the 
Ways of Godlineſs. Here you may ſee 
theſe Lands given for the promating of 
God's Service, (in Oblation of our ſelves, 
aur Souls and Bodies, in Prayer) and 5 


CXXXVIN — 


C38 ) 
the Continuance of Devotions Night 
and Day, without ceafing (according to 
St. Paul) in Lights, in Suftent ation of 


ebe Clergy, the Poor, which (as 1 told: 
you juſt now) was the only Way that 
the Holy Scriptures propoſed of giving 
to God, and ix all Things honozrable to, 
God, and profitable to by Church. Here 
you may plainly fee that the Honour 
and Glory of God alone was deſign'd in 
thoſe Donations, and nothing given to 
Superſtitions Uſes :* But if the Lands 
were atierwards wreſted to ſuch Uſes, 
againſt the Intent or Will of the Do- 


nors, yet ought not God to be robb'd. 


of his Offerings for ever, under a Pre- 
| tence of their once having been put ta 


Seper{iit ions Utes. | 


I mit confeſs, it ſeems hard that 


A free Con! 20d fhould be for ever robbed of the Offe« 
en:H-5, ac rig made io him, becauſe the Diſfeu. 
know!l-oing ſors them were once faulty; and its 
the Truth — ſe 95 
what T 
rbeus alleges. 


of Jaes not ſerm likely that God will pro- 
{per ſuch omg try from him ty a= 
ay Hands Tut iu thoſe that flill imploy 
them to the ſame Intent and End for 
which they were firit given. 


Tim. I have given you Examples e- 

nough, both antient and modern, where- 

by it evidently appears, that God — | 
| ther 
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cher das, not will proſper them in any 
Hands but where they are employ'd 
ih his Service: And if God can be 
ſuppoſed to regard the dreadful Cur- 
ſes of the Donors upon all Alienators 
of ſuch Lands, they can never proſper 
ih any other Hands. 

Pl. I have heard that thoſe Curſes CXXX1X. 
the Donors were not altogether un- The Curſcs 
lite that which you mention almoſt ** the _—_ 
in the Beginning of our Diſcourſe from ed on 
Efra vi. 12. b 45 thoſe who 
Im. No, they were almoſt like it, ſhould here- 
ia Words to thr 


wi of bi to God, and 


And here it is to be remembred 
(ſays the ſame 4 Author) “ that Ab. (XI. 
Beys 


eternal his Church. 


and Moxaſteries had in them A M<morid 


Churches, and Chappels, which had r 
“from the Biſhops and Clergy a m 
particular Dedication and Conſecra- 
« tion, thai from their Founders ; The 
14.4 5244440 Shes N « Biſhop 


A 
* * 5 4 
ͤ— 8 „n eee r 0 
= _— W hy, 


Lanas. 


— 


* Vonientibus contra hee, es deflrnentibux ta, orenrral 
Deus is gladis ire, & furoris, ec vindifte, e Males 


difionis un. + Ib. p. 14. ff Pref.p. x5. 


ors of Ch, 


— 


6 Chr,” would not permit 2uying and 


* Biſhap ufing therein much Alm: 

many Prazers, and ſome decent Ce» 
r remozes : And after, even to the 
* Diſſolution, the Sacraments were there 
« conſtantly adminiſtred; And our A- 
« ceſtars had fo reverent an Herm of 
« Churches, as following the Example of 


e ſelling in the Church- yard, but by 


* 
” 
. 
. * 
. 
* 
5 
* 


9 


Wk ſee in theſe Days that the pro- 


«< Pacliament protibited it.” And yet 


ed Children of the ſame Gau, and 
Qifciples of the ſame Jeſus, for whoſe 
Worſhip, Honour, and Glory theſe Places 
were, erected, do not ſcruple to fel 
the very Churches and 2882 
themſelves: If the Erecters and Deva- 
ters of thoſe Religious Places were 
call'd Superſtitiaus, what were the De- 
ſtroyers of them? But e e 
erecled them for the Service of God, 
for u hoſe Service did the latter de- 
ſtroy them? And if God rewarded the 


armer with the Exchange of an eter- 
* Habitation in the Kingdom of 


Heaven, for erecting thoſe Religious 
Places to his Uſe, who ſhall reward 
thoſe, or what ſhall the Reward be, 
of thoſe that have robbed him for 
their own private Uſes? 
Pl. Tas 
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Pl. Too dreadful y true! | 
Tim. But, bleſſed be God, you, Pls. 
anefes, are no longer concern'd in theſe 
Doubts, who are fully reſolve to re- 
fign your Impropriation, which is all 
that you have of this Sort. CXLI. 


Pl. And if I had à Thouſand In. olion- dr per- 
opriat ions, I would reſign them all, ſiſt in hie 
rather than I would thus perſiſt in the i 
Robbery of God. 3 
Tim. Thanks be to God that you CXL1. 
perſiſt in your Reſolutions of reſtoring For which 
your Impropriated Tit hes? the derainin — 
of which I take to be the mol u 5.4 
wicket Sort of Sacrilege, and moſt 
likely to bring the deepeſt Curſe on the 
Puſſeſſors of them, and alſo on their 
Poſterity. 
Pl. Hut what if ſome of the Great. 
eft of the Laity ſhould educate their 
younger Sons in the Holy Function, and 
give their younger Sos, thut educated, 
the Perpetual Donation of their Im: 
propriations, and annex the Impropri- 
ations to the Churches from which they 
were alienated, and ſo take this Method 
of 1 for their younger Sus; 
Im. I gave you à Hint of this be. CXLIIt. 
fore : I thiak that ſuch of tlie Gentry f. Fropolal 
could do nothing more acceptable to % v5.2 


God ty may pre- 


* 
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ſcrre the God; nothing that would enta il O great 
Tiherin thetra Bleſſing on themſelves and on their 
yer norwith- FOſterity ; nothing that would more 
@unding free certainly perpetuate their Families and 
their Tan Names here in this World; nothing 
frond dom chat is more likely to procure them 
ide Si» and Heaven bereaſter. By this means, no- 
c ſe of Sa- thing would be loſt rom the Subitance 
l.. of their Families: But as the little Lea- 
ven leavened the whole Lump be- 
fore, ſo would the whole now en- 
creaſe like good Seed ſown in good 
Ground; and as the Nobility and Gen- 
try would more frequently be bleſſed 
with a Numerous. Pulterity, ſo would 
infinite Bleſſings deſcend on the Head 
of each of them, and they would con- 
tinue Bleſſings to future Generations, 
and laſting Monuments worthy of fo 
antient, and ſuch illuſtrious Anceſtors : 
And I humbly conceive that there are 
none of the Nobility or Gentry, who 
have a true Notion of Religion, and 


of the N cure of the Prieſthood, who 
would. diſdain to have theit Sons en» 
liſted into the immediate Service of the 
moſt High God, the King of Kings, 

Y 
PL But 


and Lord of Lords; and the on 
Ruler of Princes. | 
; | . 
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Pl. Bu? aſt er — of Reftitati> CXLIV. 
on I may marry my 3 lengy. dr! ae 
ö ond give hom — Perpetuity of the , —. is 
Iwpro N and ſa preſerve it in my 

Daughter's Family to future Generations. 

Doubtle this Way of reſtoring - 
the Impropriations to God would be 
as was. npenk as any; and would be 
as — accepted by Almighty — | 

his has given * the greate, — 8 

Jy and Satisfaction thing: Pleoneties ox: 
2. I have _ eps of bot hb pre- — — 
ſerving my Eſtate, and yet of entailing in theſe Pro- 
4 Bleſſing on my Family; and tho" I had yolals. 
before reſolved to have given in my Im- 

Propri ation, yet this is much more a. 
greeable : And I cannot think why every 
one uot be forward to do the ſame 
that have any of this Sort of Eſtate. 

Tim. Methinks every good Man ſhould CXLVE. 
do it for God's ſake, tor the fake of Tmihenad? 
dis Family, for the ſake of his. Poſte. c ea. 
tity, for the ſake. of his own Soul: cing Reaſons 
If they have any Regard: to the Wor- for Reſtitas 
ſhip- of God; the Maintenance of his 
— „ the Prieſts, - or whatſbever 
is ſacred and devoted HD God, they 
ſhould: never ſuffer themſelves to be 
any longer involved in this moſt hei- 
nous Sin ; the Conſequence of which 
. can 


N ' ſhall: we ſay of thoſe 
' who are ignorant of this Sin? —© 
CXLVII. - Tim. I hope that God will wink 
Enorance at their Ignorance; and fo let the Sin 
the Inputs Paſs unpuniſbed in the Morid to come, 
tion of thetho* the Sacrilege will not paſs aure- 
Si» in the garded in this: But either Scarcity, 
Worid * Diſſatisfact ion, or ſome other of rhe 
Sails will Obſervations before mentioned, will evi- 
exe wi 
not go un- dently enſue. | 12 
| puniſhed in Pl. But what think you ef thoſe wwho 
this World. now it to be Sacrilege, aud yet do not 
reſtore ſuch Eſtates ? 
1 Tim. I paſs no Sentence on ſuch as 
ratics in know therr Maſter's Will, and do not 
thoſe who do it. , * 
know it 10 Pf. Would you adviſe to the Sale of 
be a Sin. ſuch Eſtates ? (| i | 
CXLIX. Tim. As I ſhould ſeriouſly diffuade 
The a thoſe WhO have any Love for their 
Eder acown Wellfare, or Deſire of the Proſpes 
Eftates diſ reg a 
ſwadedfrom rity of their Families, from purchaſing 
the Sale offych kind of Eſtates, ſo by the a Parity 
them; Andof reaſoning; I cannot adviſe to the Sale 
why. of 'em: Neither, as I think ſuch Eftates 
to be unlawful Poſſeſſions, can I think 
the Product of ſuch Eſtates to be laws 
ful Gains. Pl. A 


- 


n ene #4 _ Vs | | 
pl. Fit ait her to be kept n 
fold, what ought 'to be dose with it ? 
+ Tim. As I told you before that I CT. 
knew no. Help. for Robbery but Re- — 
Ritution; ſo can I here adviſe to no-gugbt unt 
thing for the Safety of the Souls, andſuch Ei½ßt, 
the olpenty of Famalies of ſuch but a total 
Poſſaſſors, but to render to God the Reſtitution to 
Things that are God's; and if they ſhall be made. 
ſeem that the Yoke may fit a lite © 
heavy at preſent, yet they will affured> 
ly And Refi to t eir Souls hereafter. And, 
if they can but truſt their Bleſſed Saviour, 2 
he has aſcertain'd them that there is #9 Mar. x. x5, 
Man that hath left Houſe, or Lands, for zo. 
bis ow and the Gas Gn this. may 
truely be ſaid to be) bat he ſhall re- 


ceive an Hundredfold now in this Time, 
and in the World to come eter nal Life. 
May it therefore be the Will of Gad 
to incline the Hearts of the Poſſeſſors cri... 
of ſuch Lands to reſtore ſuch their S. ThE Cos 
crilions Poſſeſſions, and thereby pro- cluſion. 
| 2 to 2 5 Po- 
terity, ings Te Eternal, 
May no Proſpect of Gain, no vain 
Hopes of enriching their Families, hin- 
der them from rendering to God what 
is juſtly his, and caſting all their Care 
upon him; affuring themſelves that he 
will take care for them, and theirs, and 
provide 
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provide for them more abundantly than 
they can ask or think; ſending down 
his Bleſſings on them, and their Poſte 
rity in this World, and teſerving fe 
them an eternal Inheritance in the 
World to come. T, 4 

And — Pleoneftes, I have given 
you my preſent Opinion concerning Ch. 
Lands; eſpecially impropriated Tithes . 
Coffer it aiſo with all humble Deference 
to the reſt of my Chriſtian Brethren, in 
order to adviſe others if I am in the 

Right, or to be adviſed by others if 1 
am in the wrong: I preſume not to de- 
termine any thing deciſively as from my 
ſelf; but in all humble Obedience de- 
fire to be determind by thoſe who are 
more capable of judging than my Self. 

Let you, and I, Pleaneftes, ceaſe from 
diſputing, which has occafion'd, in fo 
many Degrees, the Decay of Chriſtian 
Piety among us: But as we began in 
Love, fo let us end: The Love of each 
other will aſſuredly entitle us to the Love 
of our God and Saviour: The Promo 
ters of Unity and Peace wilt aſſuredly 
find reſt to their Souls here, and be 
number d among the Children of God, 
hereafter. | 


1d where- 


# the Wiſe in his own Conceit ? _ 
2 the 
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the Proud contentious Diſputer ? Tt ſhall 
be well known that the Poor in Spirit 
ſhall be fufely arriv'd at the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

Let therefore this friendly Debate 
of our's cement our mutual Love and 
Friendſhip: And let us Beh be aſſur'd 
_ * Nothing will tand us in ſtead in 

wy Hours and fi 72 port us Then all 
5 ly comforts forſake Us, but the Re- 
— of a — ent Liſe, and the 
Performance of thoſe Conditions upon 
which Salvation is promiſed, 


he Prayer to be faid by any. cu. 3 
one that has fome Thou ghts 
of reſtoring 0 God * 
. Things wat are God's, 
170 ed Jaſu, . 
once pleaſ ed to ßer fer 
Death. upon the. Crof's for the 
Redemption of Mankind, and 
to h thy moſt precious ' Blood 
to waſh me clean from all Sin; 
Permit me not any longer to 
be n in cruciſyinę 
thee 
FIR . Faits Cc. P. My 
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thee afreſh, and daily ſuck- 
ing the Blood of thy Spiritual 
Vicegerents Bere on Earth, the 
Biſhops &. Paſtors of thy F locks, 
by con timumg. to wit bold from 
them what thou haſt allotted 
them as therr Portion, and af- 
fgned them as their Due. 
f —_ not 5 horrid Sin 

Sacrilege Nor to over- 
whelm a 2 Nation; per. 
mit me not — leaf to be a For- 
rater in it: 1 fo 250 
who are concern d in it a ju 
he of their crying Sy. p 

Senſe of thine Indienation 
| ene ſuch, and an Heart fin 
cerely diſpor u to render to thee 
what ws thine” and to * 
then undoudtcd Award 
thee. N | 
© Lay not, 0 Blzſſ 4 ee 
er, lay not to the Charge of 

| , thy 


09 
thy beloved Children the Guilt 
of what is paſt ; remember nai 
the Sms of our Forefathers, 
nor viſit tbem on us their Chil- 
dren, who entirely abbor the 
_ . „ 4 Cas 
and are ſincerely dj poſed by 
thy Divine Aſſiſtance to ds 
to 2 — - e 
Ode us ſuch a quis! Senſe 
of our Sins againſt thee by re- 
 taming from thee what is thine 
own, that we may. be ready, 
and, from our Hearts, repar's 
to honour thee with thine: own 
Subflance that bas been ſo long 
witholden from thee, and thy 
immediate Servant: Let not 
the Prouiſion for. our Bodies he 
fo dear to us as to exclude t. 
Proviſion for our Souls ; but ſq 
direct and rule our Hearts, ay 
that both our Souls and Bodies 


my 
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may be preſented by thee be- 
fore the Throne of God witb⸗ 


out Spot or Blemiſh. 
May it neuer be remembred 
of, 4s, or our Poſer e eter- 
nal Ged, that we been, 
i the leaſt, por of robbing 
#bee.: But let our Tongues, our 
Hearts, and our Aclions con- 
hire together to reſign thine 
owe t fbce again, and give 
$bOM 145 our Reward beth here 
amd bereafter: Grant this, O 
e. ud Father, for Jeſus 
ake, our onl y Mediator 
and. Advocate. Amen, Amen, 


"36 rü N 


Mira WM eg JAfa. 


APPEND 1 x | 
A's to Numb. LVII. Since the Writing of 


this, and before the Publication, Mr. Tho. 
ak, a Veo * the . of Mollan, near 
Kuh. Mt; tie Tithes of 
thar Pariſh, and being dag Tolle at they of Right 


a 


belonged to Cod ani his Church, He has freely. gis ' | 


ren them back to the Church. 
Ge and do thu likewiſe, 


